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T HAS been said that the world is a great store- 
house from which we can take out no more than 

we put im © Yet some manufacturers seem to have 

} difficulty. in-seeing the wisdom of generous invest- 
| ment in good advertising. 
| 


The:Measure of Thy Grace 
: By Carl W. Hiser 


HE measure of Thy grace so far outmeasures 
. The multitude of sins I have confessed ; 
Thy joy is richer than a thousand pleasures 
That drew me‘hourly from Thy loving breast. 


The measure of Thy power transcends my weakness 
As mountain-waves transcend a spray of mist, 
Thy kingliness bejeweled is in meekness, 
And in Thy life are truth and mercy kissed. 


The measure of Thy love is heaven higher, 
Unmixed with dross, than any I have known. 
My torch of love make Thou a flaming fire, 
My heart a palace, even for Thy throne. 


Purge me from sin, Thymercies let them hide me, 
For all my need but show Thy glorious face, 
And then if joy or sorrow much betide me, 
They cannot dim the measure of Thy grace. 


‘In Notes on Open Leiters in next week’s issue of 
The Sunday School Times will be published a re- 
markable exchange of -letters between Samuel R, 
‘Boggs, National President of the Gideons, and 
“Henry, Judd..Gray, whose recent conviction and 
‘sentence of death in a murder trial has been given 


‘prominence. im. the newspapers. 
Ree are 

What Kind: of Child? — 

_ Every saved soul is. a child of God. But 
what kind of child? The answer, for each of 
us, is in our own hands. There are Christians and 
Christians, as there are children and children. F. W. 
Ainley is quoted, in the Keswick Calendar: “Once 
a child, always a child, is true, but there are obedi- 
ent children, dear children, little children, children of 
light. I should like to answer to all the adjectives.” 
Even in the family of God there are children who 
are disobedient, unloving, proud instead of humble, 
lovers of darkness instead of light. These are a sor- 
row instead of a joy to their Father. The Christian 


life, no matter at what age it is begun, can only be 


entered upon by those who “become.as little children” 
(Matt. 18:3). And Christ asks<4S°to continue in the 
new life as we began it. “Little children, abide in 
him” (1 John 2:28). We are to follow as we be- 
gan: “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children” (Eph, 5:1). These who really do this, 
yielding in full obedience to the Lord, and trusting 
him fully, are offered a marvelous experience in this 
present life: “My little children, these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). That is 
family fellowship indeed: a life of unbroken com- 
munion between the Father and the child: love, obe- 
dience, abiding, hoiiness! Such a child looks for- 
ward eagerly for the coming of the sinless Son of 
God who “is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb. 
2:11), “that, when he shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming” 


(1 John 2: 28). 
a 


* 

Time in Heart Beats 

Time is priceless. There is a certain devout Chris- 
tian who continually prays: “Lord, time is so precious 
that thou hast given it to us in heart beats. Help me 
to redeem the time because the days are evil.” One 
of our popular educators writes: “When I see a 
young man who seizes every odd moment for self- 
improvement, who has an ambition to make every day 
count, then I know that there is something, a very 
big something, coming to him in the future.” Our 
todays are the blocks with which we build the future. 
If these are defective the whole structure of our life 
will correspond. Opportunities are hidden away in 
the hours and moments as they pass, awaiting the eye 
that can see, the ear that can hear, the hand that can 
do. J. Pierpont Morgan used to say that every hour 
of his time was worth a thousand dollars. “I have 
never known anyone to make his life worth while in 


any direction until he came to the realization of the 
immense value of time.” . If educators and business 
men are so clear on the secular or financial valug’ of 
time, how much clearer sheald the child of God be. 
The margin of the Revised Version for the expression 
“redeeming the time” (Eph. 5:1; Col. 4:5) is “buy- 
ing up the opportunity.” We are God’s stewards, and 
he wants us to buy for him every moment of oppor- 
tunity that is in the market. Our right use of heart 
beats will rejoice the heart of God. 


x 
Qualifying for Foreign Missions 


Geographical change does not change a person’s 
spiritual life or power. ‘Those who are thinking of 
going to the foreign field as missionaries are some- 
times tempted to think they will be able to do spiritual 
things out there that they are not doing at home. 
There has been more than one disappointed foreign 
missionary because of this mistake: A missionary 
said recently to a group of Christian workers: “Go- 
ing to the foreign field doesn’t make a person a soul- 
winner. If one is not a soul-winner at home he is not 
likely to be much of a soul-wineer in the foreign 
field.” The same principle applies to all Christian 
service at home or abroad. Those who believe they 
are called to the Christian ministry may well ask 
themselves whether their lives and activities are giving 
abundant evidence of such a call just now, where they 
are, be a soul-winner means presenting the life 
unreservedly, once and for all, to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and then trusting him moment by moment to 
use us in whatever way he will to make himself known 
to others, through us, as their Saviour and Lord. 
Those who are doing this in. their present circum- 
stances and environment are likely to continue to do 
it wherever they are. Those who are not doing it just 
where they are are not likely to do it anywhere else. 


Seven Typical Errors in Popular Religion 


In last week’s issue The Sunday School Times editorially 
discussed the widely read book by E. Stanley Jones, “The 
Christ of the Indian Road.” This week the study is con- 
cluded. The earlier editorial showed: 

Wherein it is a typically Modernist book. 

Dr. Jones’ rejection of the Scriptural motive of missions. 

His silence on Christ’s teaching concerning the second 
death. 

His teaching that “Jesus is the gospel,” instead of the 
finished work of the Lord Jesus according to the Scriptures. 

His objection to doctrinal teaching, on the ground that 
doctrines divide. 
~ His failure to see the equal inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment and the New. 

His teaching that Christ may say to India’s religions 
what he said to Judaism: “I came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil.”’ 

The present editorial concludes with a summary of the 
seven essentially harmful teachings of thé book. ; 


66 HE Christ of the Indian: Road” presents a dif- 
ferent picture of the natural man from that 
found. in the Bible, It assumes that unsaved 

men can show, férth the spirit of Christ,— but Dr. 

Jones does not: spell spirit with a capital.S. Speaking 

of such unbelieving Indians as the nationalist leader 

Gandhi, he says: “Those who have the. spirit of 


- Jesus are his, no matter what outward symbols they 


may lack.” He says that Christ taught that, “scarcely 
knowing what is bo gm the spirit and outlook of 
men would be silently leavened by the spirit of Jesus 
—they -would be Christianized from within.” This 
is a strange doctrine, not to be found in the New Tes- 
tament. Asked by Hindus publicly what he thinks of 
Gandhi, who is an unconverted Hindu, Dr. Jones-says: 
“I usually reply that I ¢ordially differ with him in a 
good many things, nevertheless do think in some things 
he: isa ‘very. Christlike man indeed.” 

The author nowhere teaches the deep-seated enmity 
between the: natural man and God. That “the carnal 
mind-is enmity against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7), 


is foreign to this book and to the Christ it offers to 
India. Speaking of Paul’s word in 2 Corinthians 4: 5, 
the author says: “He let Jesus commend himself 
to every man’s conscience, for he knew that Jesus ap- 
peals to the soul as light appeals to the eye, as truth 
fits the conscience, as. beauty speaks to the zsthetic 
nature.” Such teaching appeals to the natural man 
in India and America, but it is not found in the Scrip- 
tures. 

From these fundamental errors the mistaken teach- 
ing concerning the cross of Christ is inevitable. 

Mahatma Gandhi is, to Stanley Jones, the great 
symbol and expression of the cross of Christ and 
the meaning of Calvary for India today. This is 
brought out in the chapter “Jesus Comes Through 
Irregular Channels — Mahatma Gandhi’s Part.” The 
nationalist Indian leader believes, not in the sword and 
ihe bomb, but “with all his soul in something else, 
in another type of power—soul force or the power 
of suffering —and another type of victory —a victory 
over oneself, this inward victory being the precursor 
of the outward national victory.” And so Gandhi's 
non-resistance, voluntary fasting, patient acceptance of 
imprisonment, demonstrate “what we all vaguely feel, 
that the final power of the. world resides in soul.” 
Gandhi “put the cross into politics.” 

The political movement he represented failed, but, 
says Dr. Jones, “I talked on Gandhi and his move- 
ment ... because I belonged to that other and greater 
Failure of human history—to the Man who began 
a kingdom with initial success and then it all ended 
in. a cross, a bitter and shameful Failure.” Dr. Jones 
is careful to say that he does not suggest that these 
events are parallel or “are comparable in their effect 
upon human history,” but he clearly teaches that 
Gandhi and Christ have the same spirit, and that the 
self-sacrifice of the Indian leader throws light on the 
self-sacrifice of Christ. He quotes approvingly a bril- 
liant Hindu thinker who says: “What the mission- 
aries have not been able to do in fifty years Gandhi 
by his life and-trial and incarceration has done, namely, 
he has turned the eyes of India toward the cross.” 
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Because of this, says the author, “Today in India 
you can step up from this nationalist thinking straight 
to the heart of the cross.” 

_Dr. Jones speaks of the cross as an “ideal of life.” 
The cross, he says, “starts with defeat and accepts 
that as a way of life. But in that very attitude it 
finds its victory. ... So, I concluded, any people that 
would put the cross at the center of its thought and 
life would never know when it is defeated. It wouid 
have a quenchless hope that Easter morning lies just 
behind every Calvary.” The Christian knows that 
there never has been, and never can be but one Cal- 
vary. The Lord asks every Christian to live a life 
of self-sacrifice after he is saved by having accepted 
for himself the transaction in which God dealt with 
his sins in the person of Christ on Calvary. But the 
Christian’s self-sacrifice is a result of his salvation, 
not a step toward it. 

The idea of the cross, in “The Christ of the Indian 
Road,” is that it appeals to the best in men. Christ’s 
cross never did that, for the Scriptures show us that 
there is no best in the natural man to appeal to, The 
cross of Christ condemns the whole man. Calvary is 
not. an influence; it is a transaction. The cross of 
Christ is not a matter of “appeal” at all. The Scrip- 
tures tell us that it was a transaction in which God 
dealt in unsparing condemnation with the sin and sins 
of all men. As his only and sinless Son bore those 
sins, and was actually made sin for all of us, God 
visited upon his person, as our Substitute, the death 
penalty which we deserve. This was not done in order 
to make a certain appeal to us; it was done because 
God knew only two alternatives: to let the whole 
human race be forever lost, because “the wages of 
sin is death,” or to let his Son die in the place of the 
sinner, 

According to Dr. Jones’ teaching, Gandhi and men 
like him who sacrifice themselves for the purpose of 
influencing their fellows to do right are under the 
blessing of God. But Christ on the cross was under 
the curse of God. “Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree” (Gal. 3:13). Gandhi in his sincere, well-mean- 
ing sacrifice knows nothing of this. It is a sad fact 
that Dr. Jones’ book knows nothing of it. 

. [his is the reason why his message meets with such 
a welcome from unbelievers everywhere. He leaves 
out “the offense of the cross.” The Christ of the 
Indian Road appeals to the pride and self-confidence 
of the natural man. The Christ of God makes it im- 
possible for man to have any pride or self-confidence. 
Paul had a great deal of this as a sincere, zealous, 
religious man; but when he came to know the Christ 
of God he counted it all “but refuse.” Dr. Jones is 
careful never to say anything in India that would sug- 
gest that her Best is hopeless refuse in the sight of 


od. 

It follows, logically, that Hindus and Mohammedans 
are given a place of leadership in his evangelistic meet- 
ings. It is Dr, Jones’ policy to “get the leading non- 
Christians of the city where the meetings are held to 
become chairmen of our meetings.” “We have had 
as chairmen of our meetings . .. leading Hindus and 
Mohammedans of every type,” and such: meetings are 
held in almost any sort of meeting place except in 
Christian churches. “There is a real prejudice against 
them [the churches],” says the author, “so we sel- 
dom or never have meetings for Hindus and Moham- 
medans in them.” Unconsciously showing how unbe- 
lievers are deceived by this policy into thinking that 
they can have spiritual fellowship with Christians, Dr. 
Jones describes an incident without realizing its la- 
mentable significance: “The gentle courtesy of the 
East is a beautiful thing. For instance, after speaking 
for a number of nights in a Theosophical Society hall 
it was a fine courtesy for the secretary of the Society 
to garland me publicly, though everything I had said 
cut straight across the ideas of theosophy.” Would 
Pau! have accepted this public honor from an official 
of a false religion at the close of a missionary ad- 
dress? 

When, at one place, a non-Christian literary soci- 
ety asked Dr. Jones if they might have the meetings 
under their auspices and charge, and said they would 
secure a native prince as chairman of the meeting the 
first night, they explained that he was a hard drinker, 
“but they thought they could keep him sufficiently 
sober to be chairman that night!” Dr. Jones says, 
in comment on hjs acceptance of their offer, “We can- 
not be squeamish about those things.” It is to be 
feared that Paul would have been squeamish under 
those circumstances. 

The message of the book unconsciously assumes to 
pass upon or evaluate the character of God. The 
natural man has always liked to do that; it appeals to 
India and the whole world. The following passage, 
for example, may seem at first sight to be proper, but 
its true meaning appears as we study it: 

“I know nothing higher for God or man than ‘to 
be Christlike. J know nothing higher for God. If 
God in character is like Jesus, he is a good God and 
trustable. The present-day doubt is not concerning 
Christ, but concerning God. Men wonder if there can 
be a good God back of things when they see earth- 
‘quakes wipe out the innocent and the guilty alike and 
innocent httle children suffer from nameless diseases 
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they did not bring on themselves. But the distracted 
and doubting mind turns toward Jesus with relief and 
says, ‘If God is like that, he is all right.’ As Chris- 
tians we affirm that he is — that he is Christlike in char- 
acter, and we say it without qualification and without 
the slightest stammering of the tongue. We believe 
that ‘God is Jesus everywhere’ and Jesus is God here 
—the human life of God... 

“If the finest spirits of the human race should sit 
down and think out the kind of a God they would like 
to see in the universe, his moral and spiritual like- 
ness would gradually form like unto the Son of Man. 
The greatest news that has ever been broken to. the 
human race is the news that God is like Christ. And 
the greatest news that we can break to that non- 
Christian world is just that —that the God whom you 
have dimly realized, but about whose character you 
are uncertain, is like Christ. I have watched the look 
of incredulity come into the faces of men in India 
as that announcement is made. But incredulity gives 
way to the thought that God ought tobe like that, 
and that in turn to the thought. that he ¢s.” 

Do we realize the shocking presumption of these 
statements? They mean that man is deciding -what 
God ought to be like. Also that the best men of the 
race could think out for themselves the character of 
Christ. We bring God to the bar. of our own judg- 
ment, and we approve of him because he is like the man 
Jesus! There is no real faith in this. The true Chris- 
tian, who accepts the whole Word of God, may find 
that from his limited human standpoint and ignorance 
he cannot understand God, cannot intelligently even 
“approve” of certain things that God may do; but 
he trusts God absolutely. 

The best parts of this book are where the author 
gives his personal experience of the power of Christ 
in his own life. There is an unforgettable account 
of a new and revolutionizing touch upon his life after 
his first eight years of missionafy service, told in the 
first chapter. In a later chapter, “Jesus Through Ex- 
perience,” there are similar beautiful and impressive 
narrations of personal testimony. There are radiant 
flashes of true Christian teaching here. And this 
throws into sad relief the fact, often demonstrated in 
Christian history, that a true child of. God can be led 
far astray in matters of truth and teaching, as the 
brilliant and gifted and sincere author of this book 
has been. 
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To summarize: there are seven essentially harmful 
teachings in the book as a whole: ; 


1. It exalts the natural man, and teaches that the 
unbeliever can have and show forth in his life “the 
spirit of Christ.” 


2. It presumes to decide, from man’s standpoint, 
what constitutes a good God, and to approve of 
God because he is “like Christ.” 


3. It denies the Scriptural motive for Christian 
missions that men are totally depraved, lost, and 
doomed to the second death unless they receive 
Christ as Saviour; and it substitutes other motives 
that minimize the character of sin and its wages. 


- 4. While seeming to make Christ central and 
vital, the theme of the book is net the Christ of 
Ged, but an imaginary Christ of India. 

5. It makes the -Person of Christ, instead of his 
finished work, the Gospel, and thus offers “another 
gospel: which is not another; but . . .. would pervert 
the gospel of Christ” (Gal. 1:6, 7). © 

6. It is silent on the substitutienary death of 
Christ, and its teaching of the cross-is contrary to 
that of the Scriptures. 


7. It denies the full inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment and its unity with the New. 


We are told that one who objects.to Dr. Stanley 
Jones’ book “does not understand the Indian mind.” 
Christian teachers who have visited China or Japan, 
and who have protested against Modernist mission- 
ary teachings there, have been told the same thing 
-—that they did not understand the Chinese, the Jap- 
anese mind. But the Holy Spirit has understood the 
Indian mind from the time when he first inspired 
Moses to write Genesis. Every book and every teach- 
ing of the Scriptures was written “not in old time 
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” The teachings 
of “The Christ of the Indian Road” are not the 
teachings of the God-breathed writings. The Author 
of God’s Word knew the mind of India, and only his 
revealed ‘truth can save the Fast of today. ‘All that 
God asks is what God has always asked, of all men: 
that they accept and believe, without reservation, in 
full faith and with yielded lives, “‘every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 








Does Big Leaguer Vic Keen 
Play Sunday Ball? 


It is hara for people to believe that a star pitcher 
of one of the Big League ball teams would decline 
to play in a World Series on Sunday. The Asso- 
ciated Press made that statement last autumn, and 
of course it has been questioned. Wade C Smith, 
in his lesson article for teachers of boys’ classes, 
“Say, Fellows,’ quoted in The Sunday School Times 
of November 6 the following Associated Press dis- 
patch: 


New York, Sept. 30.(AP)— Howard Victor Keen, 26- 
year-old star of the St. Louis Cardinals’ pitching staff, 
cannot be called upon for duty in the second game of 
The World. Series Sunday. : Keen, a native of Philadel- 
phia and a graduate of the University of Maryland,.is 
the son of a Methodist minister now in Baltimore. Both 
father and son are opposed to playing on the Sabbath. 
Keen’s contract has a clause exempting him from duty 
on this day. 


Mr. Smith was writing a lesson on Joshua, includ- 
ing the Golden Text, “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord” (Josh, 24:15), and he said char- 
acteristically : 

I have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with 
Vic Keen nor with his father, but I hope I may some 
day park my hand for a moment in that pitching mitt 
of his and tell him what I think of ‘him. 


These facts were given in Notes on Open Letters 
in The Sunday School Times of December 25, with 
a letter from Howard Victor Keen’s father, the Rev. 
Howard O. Keen, who is pastor of the Brooklyn 
Methodist Protestant Church of Baltimore; he said 


that he and his son had read Mr. Smith’s article with ° 


much pleasure, and he added, “I wanted you to know 
that we are trying to do our little part to ‘Remember 
the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” 

Then came a letter from another pastor, in Iowa, 
as follows: : 


I used in my Sunday-school your article about Vie 
Keen, the Big Leaguer who, would not play baseball 
on Sunday. The moving picture man here who saw 
my notice of it in the paper says that Keen did Rey 
in the World Series on Sunday. Have’ you’ Wny fe f 
that he did not play on Sunday in these ‘games?° "Do 
you suppose that he would be willing to mdke a 
sonal statement to that effect? 


per- 


The moving picture man’s question was referred 


to the ball player’s father, the Rev. 
who replied as follows: 


I do not hesitate to say that my son did not play ball 
in the World Series on Sunday. All the proof-one 
needs is the box score. He is a pitcher, and if he had 
played his name would surely be in the “line up.” 


He pitched one inning in a game played at St. Louis, 
in the series. He has just signed his 1927 contract, 
and left yesterday for training, and it has a Sunday 
playing exemption clause in it. He has promised his 
mother and me that he. will quit the game before he 
will play on Sunday. We do not ask more. 


Howard Keen, 


In order to leave no stone unturned in this veri- 
fication of facts, one last question was referred to 
Vic Keen himself, as to whether that single inning 
he pitched in the World Series was pitched on Sun- 
day. _Vic Keen’s own reply to The Sunday School 
Times is as follows: 


As to playing ball on Sunday, I have a gentlemen’s 
agreement with Bob O’Farrell, our manager and my pal, 


that I will not have to play on Sunday. I had” the 
Same agreement with Rogers Horrisby, etc. 
About playing in the Series of the World: I did not 


pitch on Sunday, but did pitch in a game in St. Louis 
in that series during the week. Both Sunday games 
were in New York. Alexander pitched one and Haines - 
and Alexander the other. 


Clean-cut, courageous testimonies of this sort from 
“real” fellows like Charlie Lindbergh, who does not 
smoke, or drink, or dance, or swear, and Vic Keen, 
who is a year or two oider than Lindbergh, ought 
to count strongly with ‘many young people of today. 
Interesting facts about Lindbergh’s clean habits were 
given on the first page of a recent issue of The Sunday 
School Times. As to his not using profane language, 
some will recall that the newspapers had spoken, a 
while ago, of his swearing. An authoritative con- 
tradiction of this came over the air, after that, from 
a personal friend, the representative of the company 
that furnished the oil-for the “Spirit of St. Louis” on 
her record-breaking, trans-Atlantic flight. He said 
that in the weeks he had been intimately associated 
with Lindbergh, preparing for the flight, he had not 
heard him use a profane word. 

Young people today are being filled with wild and 
foolish notions about the importance of “self-expres- 
sion.” There is something better; it is self-control; 
and the results in stalwarts like Lindbergh and Keen 
are not to be lightly dismissed. 
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The Boy With the Sling 


Three great moments in the life of a shepherd lad 
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By Frederick Hall 











ELDOM in all his short life had the-boy ever 
been angrier: Eliab’s words were so unjust. He 
flung about at him, hands tight clenched, hot 
words at his tongue’s tip; and then just in time reined 
himself in. What was the use? He could not fight 
Eliab; in years past he had tried. it often enough. 
Etiab, as the fancy took him, could trip him each time 
that he tried to rush in, or shake him until his teeth 
rattled, or bex his ears, spin him about and then with 
a of his big foot send him sprawling. 
‘He had learned well the hard lessons of the younger 
brother. Abinadab and Shammah stood grinning, and 
he knew that nothing was to be looked for from them. 
Should Eliab really lose his temper, which was most 
unlikely, they might interfere, but, if Eliab kept cool 
and merely badgered him as was his wont, they were 
far more likely to urge on his ever more futile attacks. 
Times without number the boy had been through all 
that, and, though he was far from grateful, it had 
done him much good. Muscles had been hardened, 
sight quickened, endurance increased, and, best of all 
rhaps, a sober discretion had come to temper his 
eadlong courage. So he checked himself, bit his 
lip,“ and stood silent, while his eyes swept the circle: 
his three brothers (and he loved those brothers, though 
at the moment this did not occur to him), a score of 
their comrades, the men with whom he had been talk- 
ing, waiting there for their share of the fresh, home 
rations, and in the background the captain of their 
thousand, to whom he had brought the cheeses. The cap- 
tain smiled kindly; the boy liked him; and, most op- 
portunely, there flashed through his mind just at that 
moment a proverb he had often heard upon his father’s 
lips, amr ret about a soft answer turning away 
wrat . 


EN he answered Eliab it was with perfect cour- 
: tesy —the-one thing seemingly for which his big 
brother was wholly unprepared. He mumbled some- 
thing, then turned and walked away. -But the boy’s 
anger though unvoiced was still there. To have come 
that distance, bringing what every soldier has always 
most craved — home cooking ! — and then to have such 
words flung at him: “With whom hast thou left those 
few sheep in the wilderness?” . Why, the captain had 
asked him if-he had-come up to enlist! What business 
was it of Eliab’s anyway? They were not his sheep. 
“That thow mightest see the battle.” And there was 
just enough truth in it to make the taunt rankle. All 
the way he had been thinking what if it.should happen 
that just as he came up the battle joined! All the 
same, it was a mean thing for Eliab to have said. 

He had set off on the preceding morning before it 
was yet day. The distance was not great, but the 
roads were rough and travel a bit uncertain. Had his 
father looked for, misadventure,. it would have been 
another of the brothers and not the boy who would 
have been sent: the country that he must traverse 
was thought to be well within the lines of their own 
troops, and yet— war time was war time. A band 
of deserters (and they had seen many such) might 
well prove almost as unpleasant as an outpost of the 
enemy. -So boy had traveled cautiously, taking 
often the more difficult road because it promised to be 
less frequented; and he had met but one man during 
the morning, a wounded soldier, painfully dragging 
himself homeward. The boy had shared his lunch with 
him, loyally reserving all the food sent for his brothers, 
and the man had thanked and warned him. Scouting 
parties, he said, had filtered through the lines. His 
wound had been received in a brush with one of them; 
better keep hidden until toward evening. 


EEDING his advice, the boy, through the hot mid- 

day, lay on his stomach in a thicket upon a hilltop 
and watched with alert, ‘farseeing eyes the landscape 
spread out beneath him. Once, when a dozen horsemen 
broke from cover, he was glad that he had followed 
the straggler’s advice. Toward dusk he took the road 
again, jogged on for two hours, and then- made his 
bivouac beneath a shelf of rock. Up before dawn 
hext morning, he had reached the camp early, and, 
amazed .and aghast, had heard the champion’s incred- 
ible challenge and its more incredible effect — or lack 
of effect. Were these men possessed? How could 
anyone endure to listen. to such words? Why did 
they stand waiting one for another? It was an agony 
hot to cry out himself. Why did not Eliab volunteer ? 
What better chance could he have asked for? Or 
Abinadab? Or Shammah? 

Of course he had asked questions. Who would not? 
What did it all mean? And then, when the soldiers 
were telling him all that he wished to know, the king’s 
promise, the hand of the princess, and while every 
word added to his utter amazement, what’ must Eliab 


do but burst in and rate him as a ten-year-old!: Well, 


his first impulse, to fight Eliab, had been childish 
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enough. He was, of course, far too grown up for 
that — almost a man now. Ah, if he were indeed but 
a_ man, if in this army he had but the humblest place, 
if he were anything but a boy come down to see the 
battle, he would show this boasting, blaspheming 
heathen hulk! His anger against Eliab began some- 
how ‘to shift and fasten itself upon the overgrown 
Philistine braggart. 


WHILE thinking thus, and walking in preoccupied, 
gloomy silence, he came to a rocky defile behind 
the camp; there he unwound his sling, which with his 
shepherd’s staff was almost-as much a part of himself 
as his hand or foot, and idly began flinging stones, 
He marked a young pine tree some twenty paces off. 
“If you were the champion!” he hissed, The sling 
sang round his head, the thong, with a, vicious snap, 
released the stone, and a bruised white spot shone out 
on the brown trunk. “Or you,” and from the out- 
jutting rock that his eye had marked his missile 
struck fire. 

There a half hour later the captain of his brothers’ 
thousand found him, spoke to him as to an equal, 
made him forget his altercation with Eliab—by ig- 
noring it—and, before he realized it, the boy was 
back to his first interest: the amazing challenge of 
the enemy’s champion and the promised reward. 

“Would the king do that for me?” he demanded. 

“If you slew the man,” the captain answered. 

“I could—with one stone,” cried the boy hotly. 
“Suppose he stood yonder —his forehead a span be- 
low that white spot, there on that tree trunk. Look.” 

The stone leaped from his sling and on the tree 
trunk was another white spot. The captain walked 
slowly to it and measured critically, It was just a 
span beneath the first. 

“Do you never miss?” he asked. 

“I used to. Now almost never —unless the dis- 
tance is too great.” 

“Aye,. but ’tis not the same when one is fighting and 
when one throws at a mark. In fighting —” 

The boy caught him up. 

“I have fought a lion and a bear—the lion at 
night.” He told both stories in detail. “And besides, 
I a miss — not this time.” 

“Jehovah would not let me. You heard the man’s 
words. Jehovah would —” 

Then his face darkened, and he threw out his hands 
as if in surrender, 

Ka why talk,” he demanded, “when it can never 


- The captain looked at him and the boy answered the 
question he saw in his eyes. 
. “Eliab would never let me.” 

“Eliab,” answered the captain, dryly, “would have 
nothing to say about it. He is the king’s soldier — 
and mine.” 


HEN he fell silent, while his mind pondered mat- 
ters that the boy had not so much as guessed. Mo- 
rale utterly broken, desertions mounting daily, a leader- 
ship vacillating and capricious, defeat so often experi- 
enced that it had come to be taken for granted, a craven 
army that could be terrified — bullied, and an enemy 
that knew it perfectly! They knew the taunts of 
their champion would never bring forth the man to 
answer them, but confidently they waited one of two 
issues —a sudden rush of the foolhardy, who would 
drag others in their wake, and for that their trap was 
set, or the eventual wasting away of the Israelitish 
army, which would make easy the capture of heights 
too strongly fortified to be at present assaulted. All 
this the captain and his brother officers had seen for 
many days; and they would stoutly have opposed the 
sending forth of any champion from their own army. 
Such a man overthrown, and the last shred of cour- 
age and confidence was gone forever. But this un- 
known stripling —! If he were overthrown — What 
then? And besides, there was the bare chance he might 
win. The-sfing was no mean weapon and the boy 
used it skiffully. A possible strategy for the single 
combat played through his mind. The boy might — 
A trumpet sounded and he sprang up. His decision 
was made. 

“Come,” he said almost gruffly, and the boy rose 
and . followed him. 

Silent, preoccupied, the captain strode. on before 
him over the rough, uheven hillside until he stopped 
before a tent larger than the rest, and, with a word 
to ‘fhe’ sentry, stepped inside leaving the boy without. 
A moment latér he emerged and with him a man whose 
bearing and equipment proclaimed him an officer of 
rank. It was the boy’s first sight of one whom in 
after years he was to know well — Abner, the captain 
6f ‘the host. They were in close conversation, of which 
the bey caught now and then a word —not enough to 
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get its import. His guess was that his friend the cap- 
tain was urging his case and meeting with poor suc- 
cess. Abner turned at length, measured him with a 
stern, appraising glance, mumbled something to the 
captain, and announced briefly: 

“We will see the king.” 

A few moments later the boy was once more alone, 
outside the king’s tent, but almost instantly Abner 
and the captain came forth and Auer signaled him 
to enter. 

Within the heavy curtains a huge form lay huddled 
upon a couch covered with skins. At first the boy 
did not recognize it, nor was he certain that the man 
was awake. Then, as he grew accustomed to the 
dusk, he realized that eyes of profoundest melancholy 
were fixed upon him with dark intensity. He bent low 
but did not venture to speak. The king uttered not 
a word, did not so much as lift his hand. For he 
knew: not how long they faced each other, the boy 
growing more and more embarrassed. Then, with no 
change of expression in the dull, smouldering eyes, 
and in a voice harsh but colorless, the king asked 
briefly : ; : 

“What is it?” 


HE boy stammered a moment, then his passion 

a caught him and swept him on in its full tide. The 
king listened, his head sunk upon his breast, but, 
when the boy stopped for very lack of breath, he 
laughed a scornful, discordant laugh. 

“You!” he exclaimed. “You fight the Philistine 
champion! You are but a youth and he—” 

Again the boy was off. He pleaded, entreated; he 
told again how he had slain the lion and the bear; and 
of his confident certainty that this fight also would be 
a victory. Again the king listened and at the mention 
of Jehovah suddenly sat up. 

“It may be a leading,” he muttered. “Jehovah for- 
bid that [ should fight against him. But go you 
well armed.” 

And before the boy sensed his purpose, the king 
had risen, caught up his own armor, lying at the foot 
of the couch, and was buckling the boy into it. It 
was far too large, far too heavy, utterly unsuited to 
such a fight as he must wage. Once more the boy 
pleaded, once more the king listened, sank once more 
upon his couch, let his head fall upon his breast, let 
the boy strip off the armor, and spoke no word of 
protest. For moments uncounted he sat brooding; at 
last he roused himself and mumbled an order to Abner 
and the captain: the boy was to have his way —in 
everything. 

As they came forth: into the glare of the sunlight he 
felt his first sinking of heart. Twice before he had 
seen the king, a stalwart, martial, commanding figure; 
a hundred times he had heard the story of how the 
king came to his kingdom. It thrilled him like the 
old stories of Gideon, of Barak, of Samson, this tale 
of the young plowman whose fiery .courage had fused 
the cowardice of his people and led them to the tri- 
umphant rescue of hard-pressed Jabesh. His king had 
been his hero and: now — Was the king drunken? ' He 
locked to Abner and: the captain: to them it seemed 
all in the day’s work, certainly no matter for com- 
ment. What did it ali mean? 


H's friend the captain led him to his own tent and 
bade him lie down. A sentry stood without; the 
boy was left alone save for his thoughts. Mean- 
while a herald had been -dispatched to the camp of 
the enemy and orders had been given for the shifting 
of certain troops on their own front. Abner was a 
busy and an anxious man. - But cf what others did 
between the time of: his leaving the king and his actual 
encounter with the Philistine champion the boy knew 
nothing. 

Could he have had his way, he would have rushed at 
once into the battle and had it over; waiting was hard. 
Again he grew restless, disquieted, and the thought that 
finally brought him serenity was of the one strange 
experience cf his hitherto uneventful life. Long ago, 
oh, very long ago, when he had first begun tending 
sheep, a stately, white-haired old man had come one 
day to offer sacrifice. The boy had been sent for from 
the field, the man: had poured oil upon his head and 
uttered strange words. What they meant he had not . 
known and his father had not enlightened him. In-: 
deed his father had told him that it was something 
not to be talked about and this he had remembered. 
But so much he guessed: that he had been set apart, 
marked for some special work; and now it came to 
him that perhaps today he had found his task —to 
slay this champion and give back courage to his people. 

At the appointed hour the captain returned for him 
and he went forth, very self-conscious, for they were 
attended by a military esoort. Among the thousands 
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who peered and pressed forward he recognized but 
one — Eliab; and he forgave him instantly. Con- 
sternation and utter grief convulsed his brothet’s face. 
“The child is caught in war’s maelstrom,” it seemed 
to say. “Slaughter awaits him and I — whither shall 
1 go!” 

The troops were drawn up in two long lines: his 
own here, the enemy yonder; and between them a 
wide expanse for him and the champion. The captain 
had given wise counsel. In the tense stillness of both 
armies the boy advanced alone, staff in hand, shep- 
herd’s pouch at his side —and apparently unarmed. 
The champion stared at him im stupefaction. The boy 
came on, alert, unhurried. It was incredible! There 
was no sense in it! Did they make sport of him— 
sport of him? And like many another man of vio- 
lence confronted with something he could not under- 
stand, he became suddenly furious. “Am I a dog, that 
thou comest to me with staves?” Raging and cursing he 
forgot all caution, disdaining even to take his shield 
from his shield bearer. His narrow forehead, beneath 
the matted hair, offered as fair a mark as any tree bole. 
The boy advanced steadily. Far from unnerving him, 
the actual crisis (and he was yet to learn that great 
occasions always affected him that way) brought a 
serene calm and a heightened power of perception and 
discrimination. He could almost have laughed — the 
man was so very like that bear he had once fought. | 

“And I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, 
and te the beasts of the field.” 

He heard the threats, and, when they ceased, adown 
the far-flung battle line his boyish voice tossed back 
its answer: . 

“Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
... but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel.” 

Swift as a serpent’s stroke the coiled sling unwound, 
and sang about his head as he ran. Straight to its 
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mark the stone flew from it; there was ah instant 
of utter amazement, the breathless hush of waiting 
thousands doubting the sight of their own eyes, then 
a crash of armor, two mighty hands clutching the 
gravel, and behind him, like the roar of a mighty sea, 
the boy heard a battle cry that had come down from 
the old days: “Shout, for the Lord hath given you 
the victory !” 

It was the greatest moment of what in later years 
seemed to him sometimes the greatest day of his 
whole life. But two other moments were to be long 
remembered. 

They were returning from the field of slaughter, 
he at the king’s side, and the women danced and sang 
about them. He found it very distasteful. So gladly 
would he have slunk away, back to his own green 
hillsides, but ever their praises increased and at length 
one gay and laughing girl flung out a new phrase: 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands, 


The boy blushed crimson. Others in mischievous 
delight caught up the phrase and tossed it back and 
forth. It was, he told himself, such utter folly — sung 
of him who until that day had never shed human blood. 
Shyly he glanced at the king’s face, but what he saw 
there made him look away quickly, troubled and sick 
at heart. It was the first of many sad lessons life 
was to teach him — that seldom are the paths of glory 
happy paths. 

The other moment came when Abner first brought 
him back to the king’s tent. At the king’s side through 
the interview stood a boy of near his own age, his 
eyes flooded with an admiration unsullied by envy; 
and, when the interview was ended, the youth had 
sprung forward and, clasping his and, had said, “I 
am Jonathan — the king’s son.” 

Dunnez, Itt. 
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How apostolic methods may mean world 
evangelization in this generation 
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Have We Abandoned 
Paul’s Missionary Methods? 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 
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Many readers will recall the articles by R. A. Jaffray in The Sunday School Times during last March, setting . 
forth the possibilities of the native church in foreign fields in carrying out the Great Commission. For a number of 
years a group of Christians in London have been seeking to show the Christian world how it is possible to utilize 
the present. missionary organization and equipment to reach millions in untouched fields with the Good News. The 
vision and method of working of this organization is parallel to that of the Pioneer Mission Agency in America, 
and recently John R. Cochrane, M.B., C.M., the head of the British organization, visited the United States 
with a view to bringing about unity of effort among Christians on both sides of the Atlantic who are burdened for 
the early completion of the great unfinished task. Dr. Banks, a former Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, tells of Dr. Cochrane’s work and what he hopes to do. 


UL preached and passed on, leaving a native 
church behind “him. 


Sometimes he revisited and encouraged that 
native church, but he left the responsibility on the 
shoulders of the local elders. 

Paul and the early Christian Church came very near 
to evangelizing the world of that generation — the 
vast Roman Empire, which reached from Scotland 
to the Sahara Desert and the upper Nile, and from 
Gibraltar to the valleys of the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates, a stretch of 3,000 miles. if ‘ 

.. Twenty-six years ago Dr. John R. Mott issued his 
superb challenge in his “Evangelization of the World 
in This Generation.” He showed in several chapters 
the possibility of it in view of the achievements of 
the first generation of Christians; in view of some 
modern missionary achievements; in view of the op- 
portunities, facilities, and resources of the Church, 
and the burning conviction of leaders of the Church 
that it could be done. That book was published im 
,1901. .If a generation is around thirty-three years, 
‘then that generation ends in 1934. But seven years 
remain to finish the task! 

Yet vast areas in Tibet, Afghanistan, Central. Af- 
rica, Amazonia, Central Europe, Western Asia, In- 
dia,, New Guinea; and many smaller islands of the sea 
.emain untouched. Millions have not yet heard the 
wood News. 

Why has the task not been accomplished? A vol- 
ume perhaps could be written in an attempt to answer 
that question. But perhaps a more challenging ques- 
tion for us would be, “Can it yet be done within an- 
other generation from now?” 

A man of God looms up on the horizon who says, 
eee? 

Thomas Cochrane, M.B., C.M., a Scotchman who 
labored for twenty-two years in North China with the 
rich blessing of God upon his work, resigned from 
his miedical mission work there some six years ago 
and: went to London to undertake ‘the task of setting 
before the Christian world plans for ‘reaching’ in‘a 
generation the untouched fields. 

Dr. Cochrane is a man somewhat short of the’ al- 
lotted three-score-and-ten span’ of‘ normal life, but 





doing an intensive work. 


hopes for a decade of life yet, or longer for vigorous 
work. God has set the seal of divine approval upon 
so unusual a thing as resigning from a medical mis- 
sion, by giving him a double set of helpers. Two are 
younger men of genuine ability and Spirit-filled life 
-—two understudies, although Dr. Cochrane did not 
so nominate. them. The other two asSociates are 
choice stewards of God’s gold, who have materially 
aided to finance the work. There are also several lady 
helpers on the staff. Each member is assigned sev- 
eral countries with which to keep especially in touch. 
The Latin-American man can tell what Diaz is do- 
ing in Nicaragua today. There is an inquiry office, 
and contacts with visitors from a!! over .the world, 
especially missionaries, are made use of. It is sought 
to maintain friendly. relations with all existing mis- 
sionary societies. 
_ For six years past, this group of Christians, work- 
ing under the name of The World Dominion Press, 
has had its headquarters in the business section of Lon- 
don, and its aim is to keep the Christian world posted 
with up-to-date information about the unreached fields, 
co-operating ,with sound mission enterprises, in order 
to secure this information, and to inspire men and 
women to go out into Gospel-needy areas. The avail- 
able income of The World Dominion Press is used. for 
both survey purposes, and also to begin the actual 
work of the advance evangelism, as the needs are de- 
termined. The surveyors are secured if possible in 
some mission or missions contiguous to the section to 
be surveyed. | 

Dr. Cochrane is convinced that, to accomplish the 
great task of taking the Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, more than Pauline vision is necessary. 
Pauline methods must be employed. “The majority of 
the already existing missions,”, said Dr. Cochrane, “are 
n their beginnings they 
had a vision, no doubt, that reached over,.yas(. es, 
but after getting established they became more on-less 
localized. They are doing this intensive work around 
their station or compound. There is no end to its 
intensiveness. You know you can do a vast deal 
for one man or for a comparatively few. They have 
built pretentious and expensive buildings oftentimes, 
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‘and have beén gradually led on to consider that they 
‘are limited ‘as to the area they can evangelize. 


They 
have dug in.” 

World evangelizers need to get away from the long 
followed plan of curtailing the work, even recalling 
missionaries, because the home board gets in debt, or 
of sending out an extra missionary or two on a little 
spurt if there has been an unusually generous year 
back home. A fuller use of the native church will 
help vastly to solve the problem of advance. 

Continents or great national areas need to be studied 
as a whole by every mission at work on them, and 
the evangelization co-ordinated in a better co-opera- 
tion. The parceling out of the mission fields among 
the various boards has not proved as advantageous as 

ped, and in some instances jealousy of this pos- 
session has actually led missions who could not do 
post ‘2. to refuse to permit others to go in who 
could. ‘ 

Some of the weaknesses of the present system were 
emphasized: by Dr. Cochrane. 

The Christian Church has never tapped the re- 
sources of an omnipotent God. The principle of 
atomic energy needs to be applied. by the Church in 
a spiritual sense. With an omnipotent God the im- 
possible is possible—even the evangelization of the 
world in a generation. But this power cometh not 
save by prayer and fasting. 

In the kingdom of ‘God there is no nationality. “I 
was standing on a hill top in China once,” said the 
speaker, “having an interview with a leading - Chinese 
Christian. As the setting sun made a golden path of 
glory in the sky, we talked of spiritual things. I fors 
got that he was Chinese and he that I was a Scotch- 
man. Bare soul touched bare soul. In Christ there 
is neither Jew nor Greek. In the little time there 
is left to me to work I desire to pay my debt to 
Jew and Greek and Barbarian alike.” 

A new era is dawning upon the world. There are 
new inventions. Men are thinking new thoughts and 
following new methods. If we would properly per- 
form our task, we must follow the methods of Paul. 
“The oldest .missions are the most expensive,” de- 
clared Dr, Cochrane, “and missionary enterprise. is 
tending to become more and more expensive in operas 
tion. The London Missionary Society, in which I 
served for years, has arranged to transfer one of its 
missions, after one hundred years, to a neighbor mis- 
sionary society, in order to cut down expense. It 
suggests a sort of merchandise transaction, and grieves 


e. 

“This transfer is a result of not having established and 
cultivated an indigenous, or native, church, This is a 
phrase coming more and more into use in missionary 
reports and writings. That is partly because of the 
interest our little group has created and circulated in 
its literature. It is disappointing how few can dee 
fine what an indigenous church is.” 

Listening to this man with a new-old vision was the 
Rev. L. L. Legters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency, who has himself made four remarkable 
surveys of unreached Indian tribes in Mexico, Central 
America, and South America. Mr. Legters broke into 
the running comment of Dr. Cochrane to tell of the 
Rev. Cameron Townsend, of the Central American 
Mission. “Townsend began his Indian work,” said 
Mr. Legters, “by winning a single Indian to Christ, 
He then began teaching that man thie ‘elemental truths 
of salvation. He coached his convert, let us say, on 
the ‘meaning and method of the ‘new birth, arid ther 
said to him, ‘Go and teach yon group of Indians what 
you have learned.’ This first convert thereby wins 
Convert No. 2, and immediately No. 2-is put through 
the same course until he wins one or two others. 
Meantime Convert No. 1 is given a second lesson, 
say on the meaning of surrender,-and he goes out to 
teach that. And so with every addition to his early 
Indian church, which has the only Indian Bible School 
in Latin America, a school for evangelism. There 
is now a native Indian Church of 150 or more meme 
bers, all soul-winners.” 

“That,” declared Dr. Cochrane, “is an excellent ex- 
ample of: an indigenous church. Without this in- 
digenous church the task of- world evangelization. is 
impossible. When we speak of the untouched fields 
we think of Tibet, Afghanistan, Central Africa, and 
the South American Indians, perhaps, but we have 
little conception of :the vast unreached masses sure 
rounding most of the long established mission work 
in all foreign fields. In Japan the rural regions are 
practically untouched. A table in one of the books 
issued by our World Dominion Press shows one Chris- 
tian to nine or ten million unevangelized. In Korea, 
China, Russia, the progress of missions is slow 
as compared with the growth of the population. Only 
a corner of Mongolia is touched. A whole generatiori 
has passed since Gilmour went in, labored, and died, 
Unless we speed up, the Russian Red may make the 
work impossible. F ee : 

“A superb example of a Paul-like missionary jours 
ney was undertaken recently by Miss Mildred Cable 
and two other women, two sisters. They traversed 
Kansu Province in ninety marches, and throughout 
Chinese Turkestan and found one lone station of the 
China Inland Mission. Everywhere they distributed 
the Scriptures in half a dozen languages. They con- 
tinued into Tibet, Afghanistan, and Belouchistan, all 
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practically untouched. Three lone women did this 
remarkable journey. Being women. enabled them to 
get through ‘alive. 

“India has forty million unreached population with 
all its missions. . Indo-China eighteen million. We 
have been singing for ages about Ceylon’s spicy 
breezes, and as we sing we do not realize there are a 
million or more without the Gospel in that island. 

“Missionaries are going to places easy of access. 
Arabia and North Africa are the keystone of Islam, 
and they are hard fields. North and Central Africa 
is ninety percent Islamic. 

“The missionary societies have been thinking in 
terms of needs—not need. The missionary purpose 
is singular, not plural. We think of the medical need, 
the educational need, and the like. But there is only 
one need — salvation for lost souls. If we can meet 
the one fundamental need, all subordinate needs will 
be met. 

“The World Dominion Press has been studying the 
methods of Paul. We urge going in to evangelize, 
and then a very few can form a native church. 

“Material resources. are not absolutely essential to 
an indigenous church. Missionary advance work has 
all too much been,dependent on the amount of money 
the home church has annually been able to send out. 
But the important thing is spontaneous expansion. A 
wonderful change comes into the life when a man 
or woman is really converted. He or she has got a 
tremendous secret of life and hope which must be 
poured out into the first willing ear. That was the 
way the early church expanded. We do not have all 


the responsibility. It is wonderful how the Holy - 


Spirit teaches and guides. The modern church in 
mission lands must be propagated by groups of native 
Christians. 

“And it must carry on by itself. At a great Shang- 
hai Conference, a missionary said, ‘I dared once to 
discipline a Chinese Christian. Now I know that that 
was the duty of the native church together with the 
Spirit of God inhabiting that church.’ 

“We have made the mistake of building great big 
colleges, often at huge expense, to impose a finished 
culture on the native converts. If we had created an 
indigenous church, the godly native Christians would 
have trained their children in Christian homes, and 
these children would have become leaders in evan- 


gelizing their communities, 


“If we can persuade others to get this vision and 
co-operate, we believe we shall see the world evangel- 
ized in this generation. A young native convert on a 
field with which we are in touch complained regretfully 
that he could only deal with four or five hundred peo- 
ple .in six months! If every native evangelist would 
do that much, vast progress would be made. Oppor- 
tunity is slipping away. A large village in Africa not 
long ago asked for a Christian teacher. None was 
available, and in a year that ‘village was entirely Mo- 
hammedan. . 

“Our ‘idea is to have a capital fund, the interest 
to be used in securing.and disseminating information, 
and keeping it up to date, and to aid as far as pose 





an emceta sanbiemetient 








- . One way of winning parents’ co-operation and 
keeping down the weeds of indifference * 
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sible those who will adopt our methods, Paul’s methods 
—not the static method nor the stipendary system. 
The more largely we can interest God’s people to put 
up money, the more we can accomplish. All these 
plans and resources are of course useless apart from 
the help of the Spirit of God.” 

In North China The World Dominion Press plans 
are having a thorough test and are working. A man 
in touch with this method went to a certain mission. 
Refusing to look at the fine school buildings and the 
neat church, he amazed the missionary group by say- 
ing, “I only want to see your unfinished task!’’ Some- 
what in bewilderment, they were able soon to exhibit 
a great deal of it! For a month they tramped through 
soul-needy territory, and then prayerfully, that mis- 
sion began its indigenous church, ard miracles of 
evangelistic grace are taking place. Dr. Robert Speer 
has strongly commended that particular enterprise. 

A number of surveys have already been made un- 
der the direction of The World Dominion Press, such 
as the East Indies, Central Asia, Latin-America, North 
Africa, Nigeria, Syria, Palestine and Egypt, Abys- 
sinia, Sudan, and Uganda, while West Africa is now 
being studied. These surveys have brought forth one 
of the most favorably reviewed of their books, “The 
Task of the Christian Church.” It is planned to get 
around the world every three or four years, and then 
begin over again in order to keep up. 

PITTSBURGH. 

A list of the books and pamphiets, telling of the work and 

vision of this organization that so closely parallels the 

Pioneer Mission Agency, of Philadelphia, is given below. 
m 


They may be ordered the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Challenge of Central Asia, with map; 25 cents each. 

Insulinder A Brief Survey of the Dutch East Indies, with 
map; 25 cents each, 

A Bird’s-eye View of Latin America, with map; 25 cents 
each, 

The Task of the Christian Church—A World Survey; 
$2.50 each. 

The Land of the Vanished Church —A Survey of North 
Africa, with map; $1 each. ; 

A.Great Emancipation — A Survey of Nyasaland; 75 cents, 
with map $1.50. 

Nigeria, with maps; stiff paper cover $1.25, cloth boards, 
gilt lettered $1.75. 


Le Zoute—A Critical Review of “The Christian Mission 
in Africa’; 50 cents each. 


The Indigenous Church; 20 cents each. 


The First Stage im the Christian Occupation of Rural 
China; 20 cents each. ; 


Church Planting; 2c cents each. 
Indigenous Ideals in Practice; 25 cents each. 
The Way to Win the Whole World for Christ; 20 cents 


_ each, 


Education in the Native Church; 25 cents each. 


_ The Establishment of the Church in the Mission Fields 
2s cents each, 





By Anna Burnham Bryant 
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ge matter of attendance is a year-round problem 
with the Primary teacher, from the- tiniest tots 
up to the last one who lingers in the “graduating class.” 
Obstacles to constant attendance are so many, and 
the children have so many circumstances to contend 
with over which they have no control -that the teacher 
cannot rely wholly upon devices to make the session 
attractive and appealing to child-interest, as the usual 
exhortations advise and exemplify. Many of these are 
valuable and not to be omitted, but they do not al- 
ways make enough allowance for the fact that little 
children in the majority of homes do as they are told, 
and go where they are sent. welt 

It is the parents who have control in this question 
of Sunday-school attendance. That being the case, 


it is.the parents, even more than. the children, who- 


must be directly or indirectly influencéd to the right 
attitude. How shall this be accomplished? Perhaps 
a concrete instance will illustrate better than a half- 
page of precept. In my notebook it went down under 
the heading, “An Excuse for a Letter.” I copy the 
page verbatim: 


Walking down the street with Miss Fairbanks this 
morning, I saw her stop suddenly and-look over to 
the opposite sidewalk where-a-tiny four-year-old: was 
pointing a dismayed finger at her piftk balloon, bobbing 
skyward. F 

“It’s losted! - It’s lested!” came in shrill, woeful 
accents across the busy street. 


The child’s father, who was with her, gathered her | 
into comforting arms, and, jumping ‘on ‘a street car, - 


took her home, while we went om our: way. 


sientneaieennitieeeets 


-“T’m so glad I saw it!” cried my friend. “It gives 
me an excuse for a letter.” — 

“Oh, you know them?” I said. 

“Yes, indeed! She is in my ‘Baby Class.’ - But I’ve 
missed her for .a Sunday or two. Her father will get 
her another balloon. But I will write her. a little let- 
ter first, all full of funny pictures, and she will be 
back again next Sunday — you see!” 

“Is that your way of keeping your record book 
free of ‘absent’ marks?” I queried curiously. 

“One of the ways,” she answered seriously. “It is 
so easy to do, and so much appreciated. If one of 
them tells me there is a new basket of kittens at her 
house, I make it an excuse to send her a letter for 
mother to read to her, all full of questions about them, 
and maybe a bunch of bright ribbons to tie on for 
collars. Perhaps I suggest a lot of nice names to 
give them, and once I put in a sprig of catnip for the 

roud old mother cat. Anything goes, so it’s a letter. 

he mother reads it, and it is handed over to father 
when he gets home from work, and it is talked over 
and read by the whole family. Not much chance for 


. the weed of indifference in that family, is there? I’ve 


known it to change the hour of breakfast so that the 
little ones could get off to Sunday-school in time. 
They get the idea that somebody cares, you see; -and 
it never fails to hind them closer to us.” 

“Well, it must take a lot of time—and you such 
a busy woman !” 

“It’s what time is for, isn’t it? In this way, you.see, 
I -keep the-read open. between us.. -They feel I’m in- 
terested in them, and the home: folks make it. easy 
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for the children to come regularly. Oh, I couldn’t 
run a Primary class without letters, and I’m glad 
of everything that gives me an excuse to write one.” 


In the last analysis it is mainly a question of win- 
ning the parents, and this is best accomplished through 
the children. Loving attentions open the way to heart- 
to-heart talks with their elders. 


PeMaguip, ME. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I 
have prayed for thee, that thy far’ fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren 
(Luke 22:31). 


HE “you” in “hath desired to have you” is plural, 

humas, indicating a danger common to all the apos- 
tles. Our Lord prayed for Peter because of the gen- 
uinely rock-like character at the base of his nature. 
He would be the one around whom the others could 
rally, the stay of the eleven when Christ himself was 
temporarily removed. Peter writes in his second epis- 
tle, “I will not be negligent to put you always in re- 


_ membrance of these things” (1:12). 


“I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, 
to stir you up by putting you in remembrance” (v. 13). 

“Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able 
after my decease to have these things always in re- 
membrance” (v. 15). : 

This triple affirmation of his determination to keep 
alive the knowledge of Christ in the hearts of the 
disciples has probably its relation to the triple com- 
mand of Jesus, “Feed my sheep,” which in turn was 
a tender forgiving allusion to the triple denial. The 
assertion that he would see to it that after his death 
the disciples should have a memorial of our Lord’s 
ministry is an obvious allusion to his gospel, the Gos- 
pel of Mark. By this narrative he was to strengthen 
the brethren even after he had put off his tabernacle. 

The Epistles of Peter are of a character to 
strengthen and hearten the brethren. In them Peter 
shows himself the apostle of hope spreading an at- 
mosphere of cheer and brightness in the midst of the 
fiery persecution of the time, 


Even as our beloved brother Paul also according 
to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto 
you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things (2 Pet. 3:15, 16). 


The textual evidence that Peter had read Paul’s 
Epistles, or at least that to the Galatians, comes out 
in the following parallel: 


Paul in Galatians 5:13 
1. For ye were called to freedom, brethren. 
2. Only not freedom as a handle for the flesh. 
3. But by love serve, douleute, one another. 


Peter in x Peter 2:16 
1. As free, ~ 
2. And yet not using your freedom as a veil of 
baseness. 


3. But as slaves, douloi, of God. 


The identity of structure, similarity of rhythm, and 
echo of thought are obvious. It is worthy of notice 
that Paul sharply censures Peter in this letter: “But 
when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to 
the face, because he was to be blamed. .. . And the 
other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with their dis- 
simulation. But when I saw that they walked not up- 
rightly according to the truth of the Gospel, I said 
unto Peter before them all, .. .” 

Yet after this excoriation Peter writes of “our be- 
loved brother Paul” and commends “the wisdom given 
unto him... in all his epistles” naturally including Gal- 
atians. Peter speaks of Christ as leaving an example, 
hupogrammos, a copy sentence as in a child’s writing 
book, that we should “follow as disciples” in his steps. 
In his reference to Paul he has himself given the 
world an hupogrammos of Christian humility. “All 
of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility” (1 Pet. 5:5). The literal meaning of 
egkombosasthe, clothed, is “to tie on humility,” and it 
is generally held to be an allusion to Christ’s tying on 
or girding himself with the slave’s towel (John 13: 4) 
preparatory to the washing of Peter’s feet. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


A series of articles in booklet form on “How We 
Won and Held a Large Attendance,” including the 
prize winning article of a Sunday School Times con- 
test will be. found most helpful by all Sunday-school 
workers (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents, postage 2 cents). 
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was held in Poona in the beginning of this year. 

Delegates from all parts of the land participated 
and there were no distinctions of caste or religion, 
— Hindus, Parsees, Mohammedans, and Christians 
taking part. The president of the conference was 
the wife of the Gaekwar of Baroda. Child marriages 
were the object of special reprobation by the confer- 
ence delegates, being denounced as weakening to the 
physical system and degrading morally. The burn- 
mg of widows was a momentary martyrdom; child 
marriage, a martyrdom of lifelong duration. Its pro- 
hibition, before sixteen years, by government was 
earnestly sought, 

The Maharanee of Baroda then demanded the abo- 
lition of the purdah, or zenana, system. “The woman 
behind the curtain is a prisoner as the bird in the 
cage. Can we not make an end of it forever? The 
women of Turkey have thrown off their shackles, why 
cannot we? The rising generation of women demands 
it. If with one voice the women of India speak out, 
the government will listen and public opinion will be 
won to our cause.” 

The Princess then referred to the sufferings that 
persons in her own station underwent from polygamous 
husbands. “For generations we have endured unbe- 
lievable things. Our grandmothers suffered in silence ; 
our mothers took their lives; we are rising in protest. 
We have had English governesses and they have 
brought new ideas to us. ... You men, who are in- 
terested in politics, rejoice that the state of Nepaul has 
set free thousands of slaves, yet you do not realize 
that your own sisters lead a life crushed by Alp-like 
pressure. You take active part in righting the wrongs 
of Hindus in South Africa, but will not listen to the 
tragic cry of your sisters!” 


The Bible Church Missionary Society was organ- 
ized as a protest against alleged tendencies in the 
Church Missionary Society not satisfactory to evan- 
gelical Christians. It is now two years old and has 
already an income of about $200,000, with fifty Brit- 
ish missionaries on the field. Five have been appointed 
to Upper Burma in the year past, together with nine 
in the Central and United Provinces of India, one in 
Persia and one in South China. Its new Men’s Col- 
lege in England is full, in fact over-filled, and its 
publication, “The Missionary Messenger,” already has 
a circulation of nine thousand and, instead of being 
a financial charge to the society, actually nets it a 
small income, Fundamentalists have reason to thank 
God and take courage at this great success of evan- 
gelical Christianity in the Church of England. An- 
other fundamentalist missionary society, the Russian 
Missionary Society, which began operations six years 
ago with about twenty missionaries, has now about @ 
hundred, with an orphanage and thirty students in its 
Bible school in Riga. 


The most striking politico-religious phenomenon 
in India at the present time is the feud between Hindus 
and Mohammedans, This seems to be intensifying 
from year to year. In 1923-26, there were seventy 
open outbreaks that had to be suppressed by the Brit- 
ish police or military. Over three thousand dead and 
wounded were reported by the authorities, and many 
escaped this registration. 

he real cause of the conflict is said to be economic 
rather than religious. The Moslems are unable to 
compete in trade and for state positions with the more 
supple and tricky Hindus. In large areas of India 
they have been outmaneuvered and left in a condi- 
tion of economic inferiority. This makes them furious, 
and they resort to force, as the Turk did. who was 
conscious of the business superiority of the Armenian 
and could find no way to recover the upper hand save 
by fire and sword. But in India the British Raj stands 
in the way of such appeals to brute force, fortunately 
for Mahatma Gandhi and his Swarajists. 

A pleasant sidelight on this situation comes from the 
Presbyterian mission in the Punjab, where the schools 
for girls, formerly Moslem and Hindu, have now 
been amalgamated. The parents were doubtful of the 
experiment, and the Mohammedan fathers had to be 
assured that their daughters would be screened from 
public gaze, while Hindu mammas insisted that drinks 
ing water must be kept undefiled for their children 
and that they should be fully protected from Moslem 
violence. But the daughters themselves were per- 
fectly indifferent to all such matters. During class 
hours, the children were carefully segregated, but, 
when recess came, the little girls of varying religions 
literal'y fell on each other in snug groups to get ac- 
qua'nted. At that very time, in Calcutta and Rawal- 
pindi, Hindus and Mohammedans were plundering and 
murdering each other. 

When the success of the new move was reported at 


Te First General Women’s Conference of India 


the Women’s Missionary Society of the Indian Church, 
they were amazed at the temerity of the experiment 
and at its success, “Just when you people opened a 
school asking the girls of the two communities to come 
and learn together, Hindus and Mohammedans were 
at swordspoints; yet it works.” Not a single girl has 
stepped out because of this union of schools. So do 
missions exemplify the beatitude, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” 


The leader of the anti-religious front in Russia, 
the atheist Jew Gubbelmann, has recently been taking 
stock of the religious, or rather antireligiaus, situation 
in Russia and lecturing thereon in the old Tauris 
Palace in Petrograd. He tells us that the Orthodox 
churches are being repaired and their cupolas regilded, 
and that this is but the symbol of an inner renovation, 
dangerous for the present régime. “We cannot con- 
ceal the fact that our enemies are rising up again and 
growing stronger. But the most dangerous thing is 
the growth of the sectarian movement. This reformed 
and purified religion is the most perilous thing for us, 
Yet it is altogether impossible to take up a fight 
against it. They have flourishing young peoples or- 
ganizations with splendid song choruses; also women’s 
organizations. It is noticeable that in these Christian 
young people’s societies there are absolutely no disso- 
lute fellows [vagabonds is the word actually used]. 
Their conduct is altogether faultless. Cases have 
been noted where communist young people have gone 





Does Education Banish 





Superstition ? 





“The Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses ” 
is the name of a publication that has exten- 
sive circulation in Germany. It is concerned 
with magic, fortune-telling and similar su- 
perstitions, and has nothing to do.with the 
Pentateuch. Curiously enough it is adver- 
tised in the German Savings Calendar for 
1927, which is published by the state organi- 
zation for encouraging saving, and with it 
similar books, “The Book of . Dreams,” 
“Right Interpretations of Playing Cards,” 
“How to Win in the Lottery,” a “ Book of 
Instructions Concerning the Secret Laws of 
Good Luck in Play,” ‘ Lucky and Unlucky 
Days,” and the like. One of the curious 
phenomena of the time is the wide extent of 
this type of superstition in highly educated 

Germany. 











over to the sects and unfortunately the best of our 
communist young people.” ; 

So the communist ragings against God and his 
people seem to be a vain thing after all. One thinks 
of the lines of Gustavus Adolphus’ hymn, written in 
the darkest time of the Counter Reformation: 

Fear not, O little flock, the foe 

Who madly seeks your overthrow; 

Dread not his rage and power; 

What though your courage sometimes fajnts? 
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints 

Lasts but a little hour. 


The evangelical movement in Russia grows power- 
fully, in spite of revolutions and persecutions, The 
number of evangelicals of one sort or another is now 
estimated at ten million. Licht im Osten (Light in 
the East), an organization for Russian evangelism, re- 
ports that the evangelical movement, at the present 
time, is spreading powerfully in the Caucasus, South 
Russia, and Siberia. In one county in Siberia, three 
thousand were recently baptized in one day, and along 
the line of the Siberian Railway, some fifteen hundred 
new churches have sprung up in recent years. Among 
the wage workers of the government of Jekaterino- 
slav, Stundism is growing rapidly and among the same 
class in the Don region. Evangelical Christianity is 
beginning to get a foothold among the Mohdafitiiedan 
Tartars of Russia and the altogether heathen peoples. 
The White Russians and Ukrainians of Poland are 
coming into the movement. In Polish Volhynia, hun- 
dreds of evangelical churches have come into being in 
recent years, 


In the Orthodox church itself, many priests are in 
sympathy with evangelical ideas and they occasionally 
open their pulpits to evangelists working outside the 
church. The Gospel hymns that evangelical believers 
use are commended by other priests. Naturally such 
instances are sporadic rather than general, and ‘yet, 
joint meetings for the reformation of Russian Chris- 


“tianity have been held, in which the Orthodox, Luth- 


erans, Baptists, Salvationists, and other sects have 
participated. 
At the recent convention’ of evangelical Chris- 
tians_ ‘at the House of: Salvation, Eeningrad, :un- 
der Mr, I. S. Prokhanoff’s: chairmanship, five hun- 
dred delegates from all parts of Russia were in at- 
tendance. Besides the Russians were Mongolians, 
Georgians, Artnenians, Getmans, Poles, and many 
other nationalitiés. From all quartérs revivals were 
reported. In the Caucasus, remarkable movements are 
going on among the Osetes, Armenians, and Georgians, 
he Gospel is penetrating the remotest villages of’ the 
Ukraine. Drunkards and thieves are being converted 
and Dostojewsky’s prophecy of the rise of a mighty 
spiritual giant, righteous, wise, and gentle in the per- 
son of a renewed Russia, seems to be coming in sight 
of fulfillment. 


Khouliganism.—The day cometh, and also the night. 
Khouliganism in Russia is treated in a well-documented 
article by Professor Levitsky of the Pedagogic Insti- 
tute, Prague. The word “hooligan” is presumably of 
Irish origin, and first appeared in the slum districts of 


. Liverpool, Manchester, and other English. cities with 


large Irish population. But the Russian Khouligan 
outdistances the Irish in every way. He is a true 
degenerate, while his colleague is a mere. “tough.” 
Levitsky describes him as he appears in the statistics 
of the last two months of 1926. The chickens are 
indeed coming home to roost in Russia! The Soviet 
penal code describes Khouliganism as “shameless ac- 
tion, manifesting an utter lack of respect toward the 
citizens and society as a whole.” Can there be any 
better definition of Bolshevism?: The Khouligan is 
the eldest son and legitimate heir of the Bolshevist. 

“Khouliganism is the most dangerous sore on the 
Soviet’s body,” we read elsewhere. The only cor- 
rective which these founders of Utopia can think of 
is wholesale execution, “without mercy.” They have 
begun on this line. 

The cities and towns of Russia are honeycombed 
with Khouligan violence. In November, 1926, the 
Moscow courts recorded more than. five thousand 
Khouligan crimes dealt with, and the police report 
but a fraction of the cases. In the industrial regions 
of Ivanovo-Vosnessensk, Khouliganism has increased 
four hundred percent in two years, and still it mounts. 
The Workmen’s Gazette declares that it threatens, in 
certain regions, the very existence of society. 

These Khouligans are young men. The Gazette 
says that seventy-five percent of them are between 
twelve and fifteen years. In other words, they rep- 
resent the first wave of the incoming generation of 
besprizarni, or degenerate, homeless children of which 
the press has told us so much... Khouliganism is espe- 
cially widespread among the organized young people 
of Bolshevism (the. Komsomol, Red. Pioneers, and: the 
like). Pravda says that “the sombre sides of this 
social phenomenon are drunkenness, sexual! debauchery, 
and anti-Semitism.” Violation of women and girls 
is its most dreadful feature, and this is often ‘“collec- 
tive violation.” The police do not dare arrest Khouli- 
gans for fear of their own lives, and, if one is. ar- 
rested, he is: usually freed. forcibly by others of the 
gang. So the whole social life of Russia slowly sinks, 

The serpent’s brood increases 
The powers of hell grow bold. 


The Near East Relief continues its great work, and 
rightly claims our constant support. Here are some 
fresh items from, its annual report. The Relief oper- 
ates forty-five hospitals and clinics, which gave 1,660,- 
685 treatments during the year past: Although tuber- 
culosis is prevalent in Greece, and there have been 
earthquakes and epidemics of scarlet fever in Armenia, 
and malignant ‘malaria in ‘Syria, the death rate among 
the children under fourteen in the Relief’s direct 
care is considerably under that of American children. 
The schools not only produce a considerable part of 


the food used in the orphanages, but turn out farmers, - 


improved cattle, and better seed. The Armenian gov- 
ernment has taken over the stock-breeding and dairy 
ranch developed by the Relief at Kara Kalla. This 
school had increased the milk yield of the native cows 
on an average of ten percent, and of selected cows, 
thirty percent. 

During the war and the following migrations, text- 
books and other educational matter in the Armenian 
language largely disappeared. To meet the need, the de- 
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partment of education of the Near East Relief has pro- 
duced, so. far, the following manuals by standard au- 
thors: “Methods of Teaching Armenian,” “Practical 
Gardening,” “Practical Nursing, '“Materia Medica,” 
“Hygiene,” “Obstetrics,” “Soils and “Plant Life,” 
“Tractors,” “Farm Machinery,” “How to Teach Field 
Crops,” “Lessons in Poultryhusbandry,” “Bookkeeping.” 
A new Armenian Braille code has been developed by 
Near East blind teachers, so that the Bible and other 
international literature can be read by blind Armenians. 

When terrible earthquakes, lasting forty-two days, 
in Russian Armenia, rendered eighty thousand home- 
less, the Near East Relief . raised .$156,000 as an 
emergency fund to provide the distressed with blankets, 
shoes, clothing, and building materials. Six thousand 
children from the Seversky orphanage were taken into 
the open, and dug themselves into burrows for the 
time being. It should be added that the.alumni-.of the 
Near East Relief orphanages have organized, in Cairo, 
Alexandria, Athens, and Jerusalem,.boys. homes, which 
they themselves support without outside help. The 
Near. Fast Relief also serves as charity banker for 
large numbers of Armenians, Greeks, .and Syrians in 
the United States, who wish to assist their country 
people in the Levant, in times. of disaster. 


Costa . Rica’s ‘Second  Revolution.”—They are. 


calling the evangelical awakening that is at, present 
stirring..the. little State of Costa Rica to its depths 


the “Second Revolution.” The first revolution - was *” 


the overthrow of the petty autocrat Tinoco. So great 
is the interest in. the meetings which Angelo Archilla, 
the Presbyterian evangelist from Porto Rica, is hold- 
ing. there, under the auspices of the Latin-American 
Evangelization Campaign, that the presidential elec- 
tion is quite overshadowed and the two rival candidates 
have..passed into temporary eclipse. 

Hundreds of people have been definitely brought 
into acceptance of the Gospel, the great majority of 
them having been hitherto wholly unacquainted with 
its teaching. Some of these were Catholics, others 
were indifferent to all religion. Both classes need fur- 
ther instruction and guidance, that they may become 
intelligent’ and active believers. 


‘Senor Archilla was at first challenged to a debate 


by three priests, but when he promptly accepted, they 
explained that the debate proposed was to be a press 
debate and not a platform one, This “debate” tapered 
down to a one-sided discussion, for Senor Archilla’s 
contribution was not admitted into the papers in which 
the. priests’ arguments appeared. 

These tactics awakened much indignation in the 
general public, which found expression in a packed 
meeting of protest. Then rumors began to go about 
that Senor Archilla’s life was in danger and that the 
meetings would be broken up. Friends came to him 
as to Paul when the apostle was under guard, to in- 
form him of his peril. Indeed it came out that the 
Knights of Mary, as the Jewish zealots, had taken 
oath to put an end to Archilla, but later regretfully 
confessed to Mary that they had not had sufficient 
courage. The police were sent to guard the tabernacle 
overfilled by a public of twelve hundred people. It 
was well that they appeared on the scene. The op- 
position sent a band of students from the church sem- 
inary, and a crowd of roughs armed with stones and 
revolvers to excite a collision in the streets. Under 
a rain of stones, Senor Archilla got back to the 
Institute. 

The following night, mounted police cleared the 
streets, forming a guard around the evangelist’s auto- 
mobile, and since then the Institute has been patrolled 
day and night by the police. But in spite of the riot- 
ing, the services are crowded, hundreds of people 
standing through the long meetings. One testimony, 
that of an elderly lady, is- typical. “I am a stanch 
Catholic, but came to see what the meetings were 
like. I haven’t missed a night, and have not gone to 
sleep in my theater box as I often do. I can see that 
Senor Archilla knows the Bible and that he is a man 
of God. I now have the truth, and wish to change 
my religion.” A judge of the Court of Appeals, who 
has attended practically all Senor Archilla’s confer- 
ences and is convinced that the Gospel alone can up- 
lift his people, has called on Mr. Strachan with the 
urgent request that he establish evangelical work in 
his home town, Guanacaste. 


The Need of Controversy.—The Gospel has been 
preached for forty years in Costa Rica, with little 
visible result. Mrs, Strachan, of the Latin-American 
Evangelistic Campaign, feels that the reason for this 
is that, in spite of much faithful work, the people have 
not had the fundamental difference between the Gos- 
pel and Romanism made clear to them. The present 
campaign of Senor Archilla aims at militant evangel- 
ism, not avoiding, in his presentation of Christian truth, 
the inevitable clash with Roman Catholic practices and 
teaching. And the people flock to get these explan- 
ations, a thousand nightly. 


Christian missions have pioneered hospitals and 
schools in backward lands, and it is a gratifying thing 
to learn that the governments are following in their 
footsteps. Thus in the Eastern Sudan, the British 
government has established six hospitals that are of 
the greatest benefit to the population. In Hayti, the 
American Occupation, with. public funds, has built 
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eight hospitals in different parts of the island. These 
are directed by American naval surgeons, with Hai- 
tian young women as trained nurses. They are greatly 
appreciated by the poor. Our government has been 
unable to do much with general education, since this 
is under Roman Catholic church control, although 
financed by the State. But it has followed the exam- 
ple of the agricultural missions of our boards. A 
“Service ‘Technique’ has been created under Amer- 
ican direction, which is establishing industrial and agri- 
cultural schools throughout the country. It may be 
added that United States engineers are building roads 
and bridges throughout the island, thus, in a way, 
making straight a highway for our God, and that 
not only have previous abuses been,corrected, but the 
organization of Haitian police has brought peace and 
security throughout the island, another help to the 
evangelical pioneers there. 

Lady Stack, whose husband was assassinated by na- 
tionalist Egyptians, has devoted the indemnity paid 
her by the Egyptian government to the building and 
upkeep of a hospital ship on the Upper Nile. The 
daughter of the Governor-General of the Congo Free 
State, Mile. Lippens, has given a similar hospital ship, 
with equipment for service on the Congo and its trib- 
utaries. It is for the assistance of both whites and 


-blacks, and is provided with a complete staff of physi- 


cians and nurses, 


«Native Chinese Christians Stand True.—Mr. High 
writing in the Living Church, of China, tells us of one 


-pastor in Nanking who took of his savings to buy 
.. soap, towels, and toothbrushes for the missionaries 


in hiding. The Ginling College girls gathered in small 
groups, in backs of shops and cemeteries, for prayer 
at the crisis. Dr. Price’s ransom of several hundred 





Why Christ Cannot be Hid 


The outside of the walls of many Chinese 
churches have been plastered with wild-eyed 
-denunciation of Christianity as the “opium 
of the mind,’’ and with abuse of Christians 
as ‘hunting dogs of imperialism,” while the 
churches inside are full of people. Pastor 
Kung,. preaching powerfully in such a 
church, said: 


“Suppose a man planted a garden and did 
_ not want any one to know where it was. 
Outsiders could still observe the butterflies 
and bees going in and out, and would know 
that there must be flowers within. Or if a 
man had a cassia tree and hid it with a high 
_ wall, passers-by would know of its existence 
by its scent. So Christ cannot be hid if his 
followers are faithful. ... The anti-Christian 
propaganda also but calls attention to Christ. 
A pearl is held up to the notice of two people, 
one of whom praises and the other decries. 
The first handles it carefully and speaks of 
its value to the bystanders. The other de- 
scribes it as ugly, shapeless, and of poor 
color. Yet both bring the pearl to notice 
each in his own way.” 














dollars was paid by a group of Chinese Christians 
who contributed this, for them, almost impossible 
price. Bishop Roots tells of two of his clergy who 
were beaten and imprisoned. It was on St. Stephen’s 
day, and two Chinese pastors stood up in the midst 
of their fellow prisoners and preached the story of 
Stephen, saying at the close, “China needs Stephens,” 
and then they prayed for more men with the spirit 
of Stephen. Mr. Searle Bates, another observer at 
Nanking, says, “The Chinese Christians appeared from 
every side to render all possible help, at great peril 
to themselves. They were from all stations, the hum- 
blest and the greatest. They hid foreigners in their 
own houses, guided them to places of concealment, 
and provided food and information. They paid ran- 
soms, they pleaded with soldiers in the act of shoot- 
ing. When these soldiers came to kill Miss Golisch, 
the girls of her school made a circle three deep, saying 
to them, “If you kill her, you must first kill us.” 


_ The Omi Mission is Mr. Vories’ interesting under- 
taking for the evangelism of rural Japan, and is sit- 
uated on the lovely Lake Biwa in central Japan. As is 
well known, it supports itself largely by architectural 
work and various mercantile activities. It is serving 
the Christian public in very substantial ways. “For 
nineteen, years,” says its organ, “our architectural de- 
partment has been helping nearly all the missions in 
Japan by strenuous efforts to make small! appropri- 
ations cover large hopes for churches, schools, and 
other missionary enterprises. The amount thus con- 
tributed to other missions, in the shape of reduced 
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charges and gifts of services, has averaged five hun- 
dred dollars per month.” A Japanese captain of in- 
dustry said recently to his staff of directors, “The 
chief thing about the Vories architectural office that 
appeals to me is that, in this group of professional men, 
there is not one who drinks or smokes ‘or who allows 
drinking or smoking or Sunday labor among the work- 
men, They ought to get different results and they do.” 
Vories and his co-workers have, for fifteen years, 
labored to secure Sunday rest for men in the build- 
ing trades. They now report that three of the largest 
contracting companies in Japan have begun giving all 
their employees the first and third Sundays in each 
month. These companies formerly complained about 
Mr. Vories’ insistence on Sunday rest when carrying 
out his contracts. 

This mission is the agent in Japan for Mentholatum, 
and the trade there accounts for its phenomenal sale 
as the consequence of divine favor. Mr. Yoshida of 
the mission has recently published a book of forty- 
two sermons that is having a wide s: A chief judge 


. has presented a copy to each of twenty associate 


judges, telling them that he wished them to read the 
book through before their work began as preparation 
for righteous judgment. The Mentholatum depart- 
ment has sent a copy to each of its nearly one thou- 
sand retailers as the usual midsummer remembrance, 
in accordance with the custom of Japanese business 
men. Mentholatum will soon bear half the expenses 
of this mission budget. 


Mr. Yoshida is writing a historical account . of 
the Lord’s faithfulness in providing for the Omi 
Mission. When the beginning was made, Mr. Vories 
knelt to pray for three yen eighty sen, less than two 
dollars, to start the mission with rice and salt for a 
month. He had been dismissed from his position as 
English teacher because of his Christian activities. 
“For the first time in my life,” says Mr. Yoshida, “I 
saw Christ when I heard the true and earnest prayer 
of this young American. God bound us two together 
(March, 1907) in the fight to establish this mission as 
our life work. Many times, most awful suffocating 
sensations for not having cash to pay for evangelists’ 
salaries and settling month-end bills have been experi- 
enced. Prayers for a specific amount, for bare need 
of living expenses for that month, were offered with 
tears, and the heavenly gift came in answer to our 
‘call. Twenty years of continuous pulling and pushing 
of the mission treasury was quite a long-suffering ex- 
perience; also quite short and happy, if we count all 
the miraculous rescue from above as our spiritual 
gain. 

“We would work in the architectural room of the 
Y. M. C. A. building until nearly dark, stuff ourselves 
with a poorly cooked supper, arid dash off on four 
bicycles to attend five-miles-away village evangelistic 
meetings, and come back at midnight. We were young 
and vigorous then.” 

There are now a hundred workers connected with 
this mission. “We spent about twenty-five thousand 
yen last year for direct evangelism in evangelists’ sal- 
aries, gas for motorboat on the lake, traveling expenses, 
tracts and other publications.” Mr. Vories and Mr. 
Yoshida, while carrying on their large architectural 
business, spend half their time in evangelism, 


Brief Notes.—In January, 1927, a great Buddhist 
congress was held in Moukden, presided over by the 
Tachi lama who plays an extremely important role 
in the Buddhist world. This congress voted a resolu- 
tion condemning Bolshevism. The Soviets have an- 
swered back by initiating a Buddhist center opposed 
to that of the Tachi lama as the so-called “Liying 
Church” was organized to be a red make-weight to 
the Russian Orthodox Church, . . . Professor Davey 
of Belfast, writing in the Protestantische Rundschau, 
reports the statement of a friend (himself an Anglo- 
Catholic clergyman) that there are six hundred Angli- 
can priests in London who, like himself, use the Ordo 
Romanus (Roman Catholic service book), have sur- 
rendered their state stipends, live on the voluntary of- 
ferings of those who worship in their churches, and 
who do in their churches just what they please as 
spiritual children of Rome. They have not been in- 
terfered with, since to eject them in such numbers 
would provoke a crisis. These men believe it wise 
tactics to remain in the Anglican church as mission- 
aries of Catholicism. ... Ciro Di Conca, a Methodist 
pastor in Italy recently deceased, was born of noble 
family, entered the priesthood, was distinguished as 
a musician and brilliant preacher. His ordination was 
at the hands of Cardinal Parocchi, and he studied at 
the Gregorian University. Later he was in close con- 
tact with Leo XIII. Then he left all his ecclesiastical 
prospects and became an evangelical preacher, working 
independently but later attaching himself to the Meth- 
odist church. . This step cost him, with his other sac- 
rifices, his whole paternal inheritance. . .. The Growth | 
of Giving to Foreign Missions in Sweden is Remark- 
able.—In 1896 these contributions amounted to 425,000 
kr.; in 1916 to 1,937,000 kr., and in 1925 to 4,900,210 
kr. The contributions to home missions and home 
charities is many times greater “and it is a fact that 
just those who offer their gifts to foreign missions 
are the ones who give most largely to home work.” 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, ,The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Recently in an answer you made to 
some girl, you said that a girl, or for that matter anyone, 
should talk over all details of her life with God. I have tried 
to do that since I became a Christian, but sometimes I 
feel so insignificant before the Maker of Heaven and earth 
that the question comes to my mind, Why should we tell 
the Lord all the details? He knows all about our lives, past, 
present, and future, and what is to be will be because the 
Lord allows it. It is so much easier to tell him about the 
big things we are thankful for and ask for the things 
from him that we with our finite minds cannot do our- 
selves. I often wonder why the Lord wants us to pray 
anyway. I know that I, for one, do enjoy the time with 
him immensely, and yet I wish I could get to the place 
where I could talk over everything with him. Please an- 
swer what you think concerning prayer and the prayer life 
of the Christian. Your answers to other girls have helped 
me so much.—BETTY. 


M* DEAR BETTY: The prayer life is the ther- 
mometer of every child of God. You can easily 
tell the depth of spirituality when you know about how 
much a person prays to God, and I mean by prayer 
a real talking to God. “Satan trembles when he sees 
the weakest saint upon his knees.” If that is the re- 
sult, you may know what a power there is in our 
hands to overcome our arch enemy. . 
Why does the Lord want us to pray? Dearie me, 
wouldn’t it be dreadful to live in the same house with 
some one we love, and never say a word to him? 
Miss Mulock says it is a test of friendship to spend 
an hour in the presence of one, and enjoy it, without 
saying a word! And you wonder why our Lord wants 
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us to fellowship with him in prayer, “without ceasing”? 
Well, that is proof of how he loves us. We cannot 
talk too much to him, nor go too often, and he is 
always waiting to listen to our every call. More 
than that, think of the glory of bringing blessings 
down on others when we cannot do a thing for them 
in our own helplessness! Isn’t it wonderful? Think 
of the distance some of our loved ones are from us, 
yet distance is nothing to. God, and his eye is ever upon 
them. He will bless, not always as we pray, but he 
will do so much better than “we ask or think,” and 
so much more abundantly. Oh, how he loves us! 

How can you size things, and tell when they are 
little and when they are big? No one can tell when 
what seems to us to be a “little” thing becomes of 
great moment, and often great issues come from what 
seems to be of no importance. “A scrap of paper” is 
a little thing, but it was the cause of the World War, 
or led to it. You can look into history and find many 
instances of seeming small- matters that grew into 
great importance. So it is not safe to do other than 
to “take everything to the Lord in prayer.” Think 
of the example the Lord set for us, when he spent 
hours in: prayer. with God his Father, and often stole 
away in the mountains to remain all night just to 
talk to him. If the Lord Jesus needed to do that, 
how much more do we need to draw aside from every- 
thing and everybody and commune with our Father, 
Prayer is the golden key that unlocks the glories of 
Heaven to us. 

The following lines by Archbishop Trench are worth 
memorizing : 


Lord, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to make; 

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take, 

What parched grounds refresh as with a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems. to lower; : 
We rise, and all the distant and the near 

Stand forth in sunny outline, brave and clear; 
We kneel — how weak; we rise — how full of power! 
Why therefore should we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others, that we are not always strong, 

That we are ever overborne with care, 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are with Thee? 
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Where the Philistines Hung Saul’s Body 


Little and great finds at Bethshean that tell of the Canaanites and Hittites 


’ President of Xenia Theol Seminary, and 


day Schoo! Times 








Sunday School Times readers, who may have missed the announcement in the daily papers, will be interested to 
know that Dr. Kyle was elected Moderator of the United Presbyterian Church of North America, at the General 


Assembly, which met in Washington, D. C., last May. 


He was named on the first ballot, the only other 


nominee being the Rev. Charles S. Cleland, of Philadelphia. 


progress slowly. If these excavations seem pro- 
vokingly slow to the impatience of those who 
are awaiting important announcements, let an occa- 
sional thought be given to the enduring patience of the 
excavators, who, while the reader sits in comfortable 
impatience, are toiling away in the field, moving tons 
after weary tons of worthless débris, and saying noth- 
ing about it, and only appearing in print when their 
toilsome labors are crowned with a surprise. ; 
Sometimes an accumulation of very little things 
proves to be a-great find, when put together. The long 
and interesting account, in the Museum Journal, of 
these little things, with some greater things, reveals, 
very soon, a collocation of things that is interesting. 
With all the exclusiveness of the Hebrew people, the 
Bible gives incidental information, hints we might 


Te excavations at Beisan, the ancient Bethshean, 


rather say, of the presence of the Hittites and the’ 


Egyptians, to say nothing of that ever present annoy- 
ance, the Philistines. So, here at Beisan, the collec- 
tion of trinkets includes a beautiful Hittite ax in 
bronze, so strikingly Hittite in character that an al- 
most exact replica is found on the Hittite monuments. 
This reminds us of the discovery of Sellin at She- 
chem last year ef a Hittite gate in the peculiar great- 
stone Hittite work. At Beisan, there are found also 
many small Egyptian trinkets besides an occasional 
great monument, hike the stele of Seti and of Rameses 
the Great. Philistine pottery is found constantly in 
the Israelite period, not to forget also the great tem- 
le of Astaroth at Beisan, in which the Philistines 
ll up the trophies of Saul and Jonathan after the 
tragic battle of Gilboa. 


sd 
What Were the “Groves” of Second Kings? 


N THE ruins at Beisan is also illustrated something 
that used to be a mystery in commentaries, the 
“groves” of 2 Kings 17 and 23:14. These are now 
well known as trunks of trees, set up, either in place 
of the sacred stone pillars, or sometimes in addition to 
them, around and under which the orgies of Canaan- 


itish worship were held. Vincent has reproduced a 
picture of an ancient High Place, showing the lopped- 
off trunks of trees set up, at the side in a row, like 
the sacred stone pillars. The “gardens” of Isaiah 
65:3 are also, most probably, illustrated at Beisan 
‘in a picture of such a garden as may well have been 
but an extension of the “grove” until it became a 
pleasant “garden” of foliage, adding the esthetic touch 
to the vulgarity of the obscene rites at Canaanite places 
of worship, 


we 
When Palestine’s Iron Age Began 


HE introduction of the Iron Age in Palestine about 
the time of the conquest receives its final confirma- 
tion in connection’ with the dominant Philistine influ- 
ence shown in the early history of Bethshean.. The 
Philistines, especially, were iron users, and at one time 
so dominated the Israelites that no smithy was per- 
mitted in Israelite towns, and each man had to go down 
to the Philistines to. sharpen his farm implements. 
Allen’ Rowe, Museum Journal, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, March, 1927, pages 9-45. 


Ur’s Advanced Culture 


OM Ur of Chaldees comes another illustration 

of the culture of the times before Abraham, the 
scene of the Flying Angels. It presents, in symbolical 
form, the idea of the supply by Providence of the 
water so necessary to the sandy plains of Chaldea. 
Of course it is polytheistic in conception, but embodies 
the idea of the divine source of the daily blessings. 
This is not astonishing, however, as all those idolatrous 
nations regarded all temporal blessings as coming from 
the gods. The.amazing thing is that which now comes 
month by month from the work at Ur, the marvelous 
development of art shown at that very early period 
in the world’s history. Every touch of this kind adds 
to the conception of the culture which Abram rep- 
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resented, when he left that land to follow the leadi 
of God westward. vite: ts 


Dr. Leon Legrain, Museum Journal, University of Penn< 
sylvania, March, 1927, page 77. 


vg 
The Unreliability of Early Quotations 


AN EARLY copy of some portion of the New Tes- 
tament is one of the hopes with which search is 
ever made in old. libraries and amid the sands of 
Egypt. As yet, the only approach to this long desired 
find is the “Sayings,” from the Grenfell-Hunt papyri, 
which have done so much to make known the koine, 
the common Greek dialect of Egypt and Palestine in 
which the New Testament is written. Next to these 
“Sayings” are occasional. new quotations or para- 
phrases, as sometimes they are, of passages from the 
Gospels found in uninspired early writings. The latest 
of these is a fragment of Hermas the Shepherd, a por- 
tion of Mandate II and the beginning of Mandate 
III. The quotations are inaccurate as compared with 
the Gospels. They are quite in accord with the habit 
of free quotation so common in New Testament times. 
Some argue from this that it is impossible ever to ar- 
rive at an exact text. Free quotation, however, is one 
thing; the copy of a manuscript is quite another. We 
may not argue from the loose habits of the one that 
the ether would be like it. In fact, wherever a real 
copy is found, the scrupulous exactness of copying 
is at once’ manifest. 


a dae Bonner, Harvard Theological Review, 1927, pages 
105-21 


cd 
Mrs. Agnes Smith Lewis Dies 


THE dread reaper has again gathered a rich har- 
‘vest which all lovers of research may well lament. 
Thisty-five years ago; as I came with.a small caravan 
of travelers out of the Sinai peninsula, we met another 
small: company going in, Dr. Randle Harris accom- 

nied by Mrs. Agnes Smith Lewis and her sister, 
Miss Gibson. All these were of those just then com- 
ing. to special notice as Biblical scholars.. The long 
and netable career of Mrs. Lewis has come to an end 
in-her death, on March 26, at the age of eighty-three, 
On that trip to Sinai, Mrs. Lewis and her fellow 
workers brought out a notable palimpsest of the New 
Testament. 

The London Times, March 8, 1926, 


w 
A Noted Greek Scholar Passes On 


Axsour the same time, thirty-five years ago, Ber- 
nard P, Grenfell, Litt.D., M.A., began his life 
work in Greek papyri in Egypt. Death claimed him 
also, early in May, 1926. He became associated later 
with Arthur S. Hunt and henceforth was his con- 
stant collaborator. Few men have done more to aid 
Biblical studies, none perhaps so much to throw light 
upon New Testament times and writings. His work 
is largely the basis of the knowledge of the koine, 
the eastern dialect of Greek in which the books of 
the New Testament were written. This knowledge 
of the koine has forever silenced the jeers that used 
to be heard against the unliterary character of the 
New Testament books, because, forsooth, they did 
not conform to the rigid requirements of Classical 
Greek. The work of Grenfell and Hunt has shown 
that the New Testament Greek was in reality a “mod- 
dern Greek” of that day, as truly a literary language 
as Modern Greek of today. 
The London Times, May 19, 1926. 


oo 
A Great Loss to Archeology 


TILL another death is a great loss to those who 

are lovers of the Word and of those who. con- 
tribute to its literature. William Romaine Newbold, 
Ph.D., LL.D., of the University of Pennsylvania was 
known most to the world of students as a philosopher. 
But he was enemy interested in Biblical subjects 
and contributed much in early Christian archeology. 
His profound and exhaustive study of the Antioch 
Chalice, together with the publication of some popular 
articles on the subject, threw much light upon that 
interesting and puzzling object. Whether or not it 
is genuine, and perhaps the Holy Grail, may never 
be known, but Dr. Newbold has said about all that 
can be said for its genuineness now. He published 
also much technical material on yarious phases of 
= Christian archeology. He died September 26, 


I le 
St. Lovuts. 
< 


When a book written first of all to help Sunday- 
school teachers to become better teachers is seized 
upon by day-school teachers’ reading courses, it is 
evidently well worth while. Dr. Brumbaugh’s book, 
“The Making of a Teacher,” is thus widely used. Have 
you seew it? (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2, postage 15 cents.) 
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LESSON 4. JULY 24. DAVID AND GOLIATH 


International Uniform Lesson.—I Samuel 17 
Golden Text.—Jehovah is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid ?—Psa. 27: 1 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 


OME difficulty is often felt with regard to the 

historicity of the events related in these chapters. 

This arises chiefly because 1 Samuel 16: 21 speaks 
ef David as coming to ‘Saul and becoming a member 
of his household, while 17: 55 shows us Saul inquiring 
about David as though he knew nothing of him. 
The difficulty may be met in either of two ways. 
Some students believe that 17:1 should follow imme- 
diately after 16:13. In that case 16: 14-23 is a 
parenthesis giving the explanation of the connection 
between the departure of the Spirit from Saul with 
His coming upon David. This yields a good sense 
and the rounding off of one subject by anticipation is 
a frequent and often necessary method of narrative. 
The other explanation has reference to the nature of 
the inquiry made in 17:55. This does not inform us 
whether the king recognized his minstrel or not. It 
would seem scarcely possible that he should not have 
done so. But the inquiry is not merely as to David's 
name but as to his lineage also. Whose son is_this 
youth? This has reference to two things. First, 
Saul had already rashly promised his daughter as 
wife to anyone who should slay Goliath (17:25). 
And secondly, as the sequel showed, he was consider- 
ing the victor’s appointment as captain of the king’s 
guard (18:5). 

Anyway, as shown in the last lesson, the conflict 
with Goliath must have come at a fairly late period 
in the reign of Saul, and either of the foregoing ex- 
planations vindicates the reasonableness and consist- 
ency of the history. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 1—Socoh, The modern name is Khurbet 
Shuweikeh, It lies about fifteen miles southwest of 
Jerusalem, It stands on the slopes of a mountain and 
just beneath it the roads from Hebron and Jerusalem 
unite before running on down the valley to the mari- 
time plain of Philistia. It is thus a place of great 
strategic importance. Jt was taken by the Philistines 
in the reign of Ahaz (2 Chron, 28:18). The valley 
is about a quarter of a mile wide and runs nearly due 
east and west. In the center is a deep gully, the sides 
and bed of which are strewn with rounded and water- 
worn pebbles. This is the valley or ravine of verse 3. 

Verse 2—Elah means terebinth. This seems to 
have been a comparatively rare tree in Palestine and, 
therefore, well suited to mark important localities, 
Modern explorers have pointed out that a specially 
large specimen still stands at ‘this spot. From the 
terebinth turpentine may he obtained by incising the 
stem. 

Verse 4.—Six cubits and a span. The length both 
ef the cubit and of_the span, or half cubit, is still 
uncertain. The cubit may have varied from time to 
time. “Its maximum value has been given as twenty- 
five inches and its minimum as twenty-one. Taking 
the former value Goliath’s height would have been 
about thirteen feet five inches. Taking the latter it 
would have been eleven feet four inches. The giant 
cities of Bashan and perhaps also the pyramids are 
testimonies to the one time existence of a gigantic race 
er races in the world. The sixth chapter of Genesis 
supplies the only trustworthy account of their origin. 
The giant peoples of the Bible seem mostly to have 
lived in association with other more normal races. 
In the present narrative, for example, Goliath is spoken 
of as a Philistine. This must be regarded as explain- 
ing his’ political connection and not as referring to his 
racial origin. 

Verse 31.—They rehearsed them before Saul. The 
Spirit of the Lord had: left Saul (16:14), and in His 
departure Saul lost all his courage. The king, we 
May suppose, had his share of native courage as well 
as that supernatural gift. imparted by the Holy Spirit. 
But “conscience doth make cowards of us all.” Saul 
knew that he was out of touch with God. He had 
deliberately disobeyed God. And in this chapter he 
appears as a poor vacillating man. Faith is so largely 


a matter of obedience. “If any man willeth todo his: 


will, he shall know” (John 7:17). He had lost faith 
in his people’s destiny because he had lost faith in God. 
Thomas Carlyle defines the word “king” as derived 
from can—the man who is able; or from ken —the 
man who is wise. Already David exhibits himself 
as a true king,— for he is able to do the thing the 
king considers impossible, and he is wise because he 
does not leave God out of his calculations, as Saul 
does. All that Saul can exhibit is worldly wisdom and 
prudence. 


) 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 27: 1-5. 
Primary Topic: A Boy Overcomes a Giant. 
_ Lesson Material; : Samuel 17. 
Memory Verse: Jehovah is thy keeper. Psa. saz ¢ 5. 
Junior Topic iA Boy's Brave Deed. 
Lesson Material; 1 Samuel 17. ° 
em My ad er 27:1. Dest W, 
Intermediate Senior Wh: ‘as Not Afraid. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Victories of Faith, 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS 31-37, 40-42, 48-51 
31 And when the words were heard which David spake, 
they rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for him, 
32 And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail 1 because 
of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 
33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him; for thou art but a youth, 
and he a man of war from his youth. 34 And David said 
unto Saul, Thy servant was keeping his father’s sheep; 
Sand when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb 
out of the flock, 35 1 went out after him, and smote him, 
and delivered it out of his mouth; and when he arose 
against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote h 

and slew the lion 
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he will deliver me out of the hand o 
Saul said unto David, Go, and 


4# And he took his staff in 
smooth stones out of the ¢ 
shepherd’s bag which he had, even in 
sling was in his hands and he drew near 
41 And the Philistine came on and 

and the man that bare the shield went before him. 42 And 
when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he dis- 
dained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and withal 
of a fair countenance. 


48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, 
came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hastened, 
and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, 
and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead; and 
the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell upon his face 
to the earth. 

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; 
but there was no stone in the hand of David. 51 Then 
David ran, and stood over the Philistine, and took his 
sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, 
and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines 
saw that their § champion was dead, they fied. 

20Or, within him. 2Or, and there came a lion and a 
bear . . . and I went out, etc. ®Or, reproached, *Or, 
torrent bed. *Or, mighty man. 


ff 
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Verse 33.—Thou art not able. A touch of tender- 
ness reveals itself here in his attempt to dissuade the 
lad from his rash enterprise. From the king’s point 
of view he was perfectly correct. It would have been 
sheer suicide for David to defy Goliath. The unarmed 
shepherd lad could not hope to meet the fully equip- 
ped and seasoned warrior, to say nothing of the folly 
of pitting ordinary human strength, and that not come 
to its full development, against the superhuman strength 
of a giant. David was not even old enough to be in- 
cluded in the levy of armed conscripts. 


Verse 34.—And when there came. David knew 
what danger was. Sheep farming in those wild Judean 
uplands was no child’s play. Young as he was, David 
had looked death in the face more than once. 


Verse 37.—Jehovah that delivered me. David makes 
no boast, either of his own qualities that had made for 
success or of his peculiar piety. Simply and naturally 
he ascribes everything to Jehovah’s doing. The wise 
Christian knows that there is nothing in him that can 
count for any success. It is all of God. Compare 
Paul’s language in 2 Corinthians 1:9, Anything like 
boastfulness or self-confidence would have been utterly 
unworthy of God’s blessing. But humble, frank de- 
pendence upon God is still pleasing to him. “My soul 
shall make her boast in Jehovah: the meek shall hear 
thereof, and be glad” (Psa. 34:2). Such was Da- 
vid’s language a few years later. And he used the 
same heavenly dialect on this occasion. David was 
never ashamed to confess God. Are we? “With the 
= confession is made unto salvation’ (Rom, 10: 
10). 

Verse 40.—Saul intended to honor as well as to 
help David by equipping him with his own weapons. 
David was quite willing to be so fitted out. It is no 
part of faith to disdain means. But very little ex- 
periment showed David the uselessness of the prof- 
fered aids. He discovered that he was lost if he 
should attempt to beat the giant at his own weapons. 


Some Christians and some churches imagine that they 
are going to do God’s work by adopting the world’s 
methods. It is a big mistake. Goliath can always 
use that kind of armor better than David can. The 
young man’s motive was no doubt purely common 
sense, as desirable a quality in a disciple as in anyone 
else. But his action was also dictated by his reliance 
upon God. If God was going to be in this battle at 
all it was much better for David to accept the fact 
that the battle was altogether Jehovah’s conesi:n. If 
David had conquered liath by ordinary arms it 
would simply mean that another champion had arisen 
in Israel. If David conquered by means that were 
patently inadequate it would show that God himself 
had intervened. 

The absence of proper equipment meant that all 
the glory was the Lord’s. No Hebrew smith or 
armorer had anything to boast of in the result. No 
racial comparison could enter into it. In David God 
found a youth who was willing to appear a pitifully 
inadequate fool for God’s sake. He was disdained by 
his formidable opponent (17:42). No doubt he was 
disdained by many among his own countrymen (cf. 17: 
28). God still delights to choose the weak things of 
the world that he might put to shame the things that 
are strong. And the things that are despised doth 
God choose (1 Cor. 1: 27, 28). It is “to him that hath 
no might he increaseth strength” (Isa. 40:29). Many 
men are mighty. God is almighty. It is when a 
man is willing to lay aside his own strength and to 
become a no-mighty that God can use him. Mary 
Slessor always confessed that she was a timid, shrink- 
ing woman. To the end of her life she was diffident 
and nervous. Yet that frail little woman went into 
the black hinterland of the Calabar Coast where no 
government official nor other missionary had preceded 
her, and subdued it for her Master. 

Verse 42.—The Philistin. looked about. David was 
so insignificant that Goliath did not even see him 
until he had come within talking distafice. And the 
combat took place upon the Philistine side of the 
gully. It was not Goliath attacking David but David 
attacking Goliath. That in itself was a strange and 
disconcerting reversal of what the Philistine had 
learned to expect. . 

David’s faith saw and recognized the number and 
strength of his opponent’s arms. He took count of 
his enemy’s weapons as they clanked and flashed. 
But he could truthfully say “I come in the name of 
Jehovah of hosts” (v. 45). That “name which is 
above every name” nerved David to the fight, as it 
has nerved countless thousands of God’s people ever 
since, 

Verse 48.—Observe the contrast between the slug- 
gish movements of the ponderous Philistine and the 
agility of the young shepherd. David could sing later 
on, “He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet” (Psa. 18: 
33). His feet were shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace (Eph. 6:15). Note the impressive 
brevity of the account of the combat which was ended 
as soon as it had begun. Note the crashing staccato 
effect of the short sentences joined together by the 
“ands? 

Verse 51.—Took his sword. David in this combat, 
as in so many other things, was a type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “That through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death” (Heb. 2:14). The 
Devil excited the Jews to prevail upon the Romans 
to crucify the Lord. But the crucifixion was the 
Devil’s overthrow. 

Golden Topics 


The faith of one child of God brings a breath of 
reviving and refreshment to jaded lives (cf. Rom. 1: 


Faith, which essentially means rest in God, involves 
also fighting. The good fight of faith (1 Tim. 6: 12) 
begins when we have learned what it is to be at peace 
with God. That fight is essentially battling for God 
- the world on behalf of truth, righteousness, and 
love. ; 

The special equipment that God desires for his sol- 
diers is the frank recognition and acceptance of their 
own insufficiency and helplessness. 

A Lesson Outline 
I. David a hero of faith. 

1. Faith’s courage. 

2. Faith’s equipment. 

3. Faith’s anticipation of victory. 

II, David a type of Christ. 

1. He faced the enemy alone. 

2. He opposed his helplessness ‘to the enemy’s power. 

3. He destroyed the enemy with his own weapons. 
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4. The victory opened the way for'the success of 
the army (cf. Heb. 2:10). 


The Practical Aim 

We need to get the young people to see that God 
has a work for each one of them to do in the world. 
David “served his own generation by the will of God” 
(Acts 13:36). Service is the Christian’s ideal. To 
be saved for one’s own sake is the beginning but not 
the end of the Christian life. We are saved to help 
save others, 


Final Word 
Somebody said it couldn’t be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied, 
That maybe it couldn’t, but he would be one 
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried. 


So he buckled right in with a bit of a grin 
On his face; if he doubted he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackied the thing 
That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT preparation had David for the combat with 
Goliath that was lacking to Saul? 

a. How did David happen to be away from his sheep 
and with the army? 

3. What preparation did Saul attempt to give David for 
his combat? 

4 Why could not David use Saul’s armor? 

5s. What clear hint of the way for believers to meet all 
dangers do we find in David’s objection to wearing Saul’s 
apparel? 

6. What evidence of the accuracy of the Biblical descrip- 
tion of this fight does the geography of the region fur- 
nish? 

7. What else beside his sling (which was probably con- 
cealed as he approached the giant) did David have in 
his hands? 

8. What confirmation has archeology brought to this story 
of David and Goliath? 

9. What words of David’s, in this fight, revealed his 
gift of speech as well as his own inner life, and must have 
aroused in his countrymen who heard them, or who heard 
of them, that undying confidence in David that marks all 
his career? 

to. What perfidy were the Philistines guilty of after the 
death of Goliath? 

11, What did it avail them? 

12, What great change does this incident mark in David’s 
life? ‘ 

13» What words from the Psalms most aptly describe 
David at this time? 

14. What three characteristics of David shine forth in 
this incident? 

15. What quality shown in the first mention of David 
necessarily lies at the root of these three? 

16. How did David show his faith and his humility? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Faith and Courage.—et no man’s heart fail be- 
cause of him; thy servant will go and fight with thts 
Philistine (v. 32). David's long continued hillside 
practice had made him a sure shot. I saw an Aus- 
tralian cowboy the other day who suggested David. 
In his long vigils on the Australian plains he had be- 
come as proficient with his great whip as did David 
under like circumstances with his sling. With a whip 
lash some fifty or sixty feet long and a handle only 
eighteen inches long he could flip out a candle, cut 
‘an envelope in two exactly in the middle, and tie the 
lash in a knot around a girl’s neck so gently that she 
suffered no hurt. David had skill—technique the 
professor calls it — but he also had brains. David was 
smart enough to size the giant up and discover his 
vulnerable point. Brains more than brawn make the 
successful ball player. A pitcher may have great con- 
trol of ball and lots of speed, but if he has no head 
he is not much good when it comes to winning games. 
David would have made a great pitcher. Shakespeare 
makes one of his characters say, “Thrice armed is he 
who hath his quarrel just.” We can paraphrase and 
say, “Thrice armed is he who can’t be made afraid 
because he trusts in God.” “Old Goliath” is always 
standing up and daring us to come on. Christians 
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are called upon to fight “giants” today. The world, 
the flesh, and the Devil are three of them. Like Da- 
vid, we can overcome our “giants,” too, if our confi- 
dence is in God, for we know that he will never for- 
sake us. Yes, David got the laugh. So did Daniel, 
and Noah, and Elijah, and a host of others. But all 
were men of faith and courage and got their old 
“Goliath” (Deut. 31:6). 


“Lions,” “Bears,” and “Giants.”—Jehovah that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion...and... 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philistine (v. 37). Of course, back of David was 
David’s God. But God never gave a man skill of eye 
and arm overnight, nor created brains “while you 
wait.” God uses trained heads and practiced hands to 
accomplish his purposes. When David was guiding his 
flock by a flip on ear, nose, or tail by an accurately 
thrown pebble he never dreamed God would use the 
desert-acquired, fine marksmanship to defeat an army 
and put him on a throne. “Licu” and “bear” fighting 
is a fine preparation for anything. The reason so 
many children of wealth and position fail to amount 
to very much and often are unspeakable is because 
they have never had to fight any “lions,” “bears,” or 
“giants.” All their fighting consists of fighting the 
“old man” and mother and each other — and God has 
no use for this kind of family “valor” and domestic 
feats of arms! Old Simon Cameron, Lincoln’s Sec- 
retary of War, who came ur out of the deepest pov- 
erty said of his son Don, long U. S. Senator from 
Pennsylvania, “Don was denied the advantages I had. 
I was blessed in being born poor.” There is no fun, 
except in the retrospect, in being poor. Nor is there 
any immediate fun in hand to~*hand encounters with 
“lions” and “bears,” but oh, what man makers these 
fights are—when the fight is put up with Jehovah 
for Manager and Backer, as in David’s case. When 
our forefathers came to America they had to maintain 
themselves. by fighting “lions,” “bears,” and “giants” 
—red ones and others. But, like David, they did it 
in the name of the Lord, and in conquering these they 
were prepared for the “throne” to which they came, 
“the United States.” Israe! enjoyed many good 
things under the lion, bear, and giant killer when God 
brought him to his throne. 


Two Morals.—David put his hand in his bag, and 
took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philis- 
line (v. 49). The other day I had the pleasure of lis- 
tening to the author of “The Romance of the Last 
Crusade” as he told how, as an officer, he was with 
General Allenby all through the Palestine campaign. 
He said this brook of David’s exploit is the only one 
in all Palestine in which there are pebbles. All the 
other streams are rushing torrents in winter and about 
dried up in summer. This little brook goes babbling 
on forever as it has for centuries and has worn its 
pebbles smooth and round. He said he had gathered 
some of.them and brought them home with him. Da- 
vid needed only the one crack at Goliath. It seems 
to have been a family trait (1 Sam. 26:8); Abishai 
wanted only one smack at Saul. One shot is all a sharp 
shooter ever asks. His unerringness is what. puts him 
in the expert class. There are two great morals in this 
fascinating story. One is this: Use all your moments 
in perfecting yourself in something worth while. If 
God has a talent to take hold of he can lift you to your 
“throne.” That is to say, be an expert in something 
good. Another moral is thus: Don’t brag and blow 
just because you happen to be a big one. And we do 
not refer to beef and brawn particularly, but to brains 
and position. Down at Washington some of the “big 
ones” who are greater than the President himself are 
every now and then snuffing out politically and vanish- 
ing into forgetfulness. The mcek are still inheriting 
the earth. There are other lessons, but these two will 
be enough to keep any class up to the boiling point; 
for Davids are scarce and Goliaths are plenty. 
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The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. A catalogue sent om request. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy. or $1 a dozen. 
. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ............... 1 Samuel 9 to 11 
July 10o—Samuel’s Farewell .........00.0001 Samuel 12 
. July 17—Samuel Anoints David ........ 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
July 24.—David and Goliath ..............6+- 1 Samuel 17 
. July 31.—David and Jonathar ...... t Samuel 18 : 1-4; 
19 21-7; 20: 1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............. t Samuel 26 
. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4;"5: 1-5; 6:1-15; Psalm 24 
. August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12: 25 

to. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe or ADAPTATION.—Both content 
and method of teaching should be adapted to the 
capability of the pupil. 











by FAR as content is concerned it may be noted 
that it does not follow that the smaller the amount 
of text material the easier it is. The short textbook 
may be better for the more advanced group. So, in 
suggesting that the lesson material includes the en- 
tire chapter and not only the portions selected, it is 
to be remembered that the fuller content of the 
story may be the more needed for the younger groups. 
However, because of the general familiarity with this 
portion of Scripture, it is possible that most classes, 
of whatever grade, will prefer to dwell upon the ap- 
plications of the lesson, and there are opportunities 
— also for the application of the suggested prin- 
ciple. 

For the younger classes there are suggestions in the 
fact that. the shepherd boy did not wait for the big 
task, but faithfully did his work where it was not 
seen and known, and the daily duties that were his. 
The figure of the giant may also be applied to the 
temptations to falsehood, selfishness, and other sins 
that lie in wait for the young life, and the importance 
of. overcoming these giants may be emphasized. 

For -young people there is the outstanding lesson of 
the significance of preparation; the fact that every 
crisis is a test of what we have become through our 
past acts and attitudes in the everyday duties of life 
as they have met us. Saul, quailing before the Phil- 
istine giant, may suggest a lesson of warning to those 
of greater: maturity and strength, that. disobedience 
to God may bring men even of the giant stature of 
Saul into the humiliation of cowardice, while even the 
striplings through their trust in God may surpass them 
in deeds of earnest devotion to God 


And this suggests the lesson to be stressed in every. 


grade and group, namely, that it was David’s trust 
in God that made him bold, and it was God working 
through his arm that brought the notable victory to 
the people of God. His preparation was not apart 
from ‘God, and the little tasks of the everyday were 
performed as unto the Lord. Therefore God could 
use him in the crisis, when stronger men and heavier 
armor were of no avail against the foes of God. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that - good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
po a desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
n 


The Timid Girl.—Thy servant will go and fight 
with this Philistine (v. 32). There was once a Scot- 
tish mill girl who was so timid that she was afraid 
to cross Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, unless some one 
took her by the hand and led her across. Was it 
likely that such a fearing girl would ever do anything 
very brave? And yet the call came to go to Africa, 
and she went. What a foolish thing for such a one! 
But as soon as she made the venture, and took the 
risk, the power was there — and she walked the jungle 
alone, and stood before angry chiefs till she had bent 
them to her will. Her name was Mary Slessor. And 
this is the only way in which the power of God can 
be realized by any life and by any church.—From the 
United Methodist. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. 

Lions and Lambs.—There came a lion, ... and took 
a lamb out of the flock (v. 34). A noted critic who 
came back to the old Gospel gave an address in To- 
ronto, Ont., in which he said: “Yesterday I received 
a telegram that my college chum died, who forsook 
the ministry for a career in law, because I sowed 
doubts in his life. Last night was the darkest night 
in my life. I led him astray, but I was never able 
to lead him back. Now it is too late.”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y 


In Which Class Are You?—Jehovah .. . will de- 
liver me out of the hand of this Philistine (v. 37). 
There were doubtless many in Saul’s army who knew 
God could use them to overcome Goliath, but David 
was the only one who knew God would use him.— 
From Moody’s Notes from My Bible. Sent by W. J. 
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‘,and said, “That’s for you to spend ex- 


azesson for July 24 
3 Samuel 17 


Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y.;' Emma C. 
Fick, Boonville, N. Y., and Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y, 


* A Little Way, ‘or All?—Go, and Jeho- 
vah shall be with thee (v. 37). A little 
village lad once had to make an unknown 
journey te a distant town. When he. was 
ready to start, he paused uncertainly in 
the doorway. “Mother,” he said, in trou- 
bled tones, “it’s so far, and it’s a new 
road to me; I—I’m not ’zactly afraid, 
but — but couldn’t you go a little way 
with me?” She caught the anxiousness 
of the childish appeal, and said quietly, 
“Mother’ll go all the way with you, son.” 
And so, the little brown hand confidently 
held in mother’s he walked the new way 
unafraid—From Golden Hours. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and 


A Sign of Greatness.—Chose him five 
smooth stones (v. 40). The words of 
Napoleon, when he stood in the old house 
where first lived Peter the Great of Russia 
when he came to Holland to learn the 
art of shipbuilding, and now inscribed 
over the mantelpiece there, might well 
have been spoken of David, and would 
make’ a good motto today: “Nothing is 
too small for a great man.”—From Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts; Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Survival of the Weak.—When the 
Philistine looked about, and saw David, 
he disdained him (v.. 42). 

The old ‘cliff house wzs stanch and stout; 

Erected to defy the deep, 
It challenged churlish winds to shout, 
It chaltenged churning waves to leap. 


A rose bush huddled in its lee— 
Sweet exile in a barren sod; 
The proud house counseled, “Trust in me — 
My timbers ‘have the strength of God!” 
But, in the gray grief of dawn, 
After the storm had wrought its will, 
With walls, rooftree, and rafters gone, 
Only the weak rose triumphed still. 


—From The Cincinnati Enquirer. Sent by 
J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohv. 


The Words.—Jehovah is the strength 
of my life (Golden Text). A nose and 
throat specialist had to operate on a poor 
little- girl’ who was unable to take any 
anesthetic. He gave her a fifty-cent piece 


_actly as you wish. I must hurt you a 
Jittle, but take a good look at the fifty 
cents before I begin.” When it was over 
the doctor patted her head, and said, “You 
-are‘a brave little girl. Now tell me what 
you thought about while I was at work.” 
“I thought of the words,” she replied. 
“The words?” said the doctor. “The date, 
you mean?” For he hardly remembered 
-that the coin had any words on it. “No, 
I mean the words at the top, ‘In God we 
trust,” she said quite simply. “It was 
the first half-dollar I ever saw, so I 
didn’t know they were there. But it’s 
lovely to have them so the folks who have 
half-dollars can think about them all the 
time.”—From Christian Witness. Sent 
by. Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
Prize illustration. 


The Doorkeepers.—Of whom shall I 
be afraid? (Golden Text.) A gentleman, 
crossing a dreary moor, came at length 
upon a solitary cottage. He was glad of 
the shelter, but could not help pondering 
upon the loneliness of its inmates, and 
wondering at their self-security. In the 
morning, when about to proceed on his 
way, he inquired of its occupant whether 
she was not afraid to live in this lonely 
place. “Oh, no,” replied his humble and 
~aged hostess, “for faith closes the door 
at night, and mercy opens it in the morn- 
ing."—From The Wonderful Word. Sent 
by Mrs, A. R. Strathie, Port Townsend, 
Wash. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the battle is not ours, but 
thine own. When dangers confront us and 
the enemy rises up in his might, our weak- 
ness is but an opportunity for thy strength. 
We pray thee, that when giants of whatever 


“No, it was David’s faith in God and 
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meet the occasion with victory for thy 
name! Give us, we. pray thee, the confidence 
that rests never upon our Own courage but 
tupon thy presence and thy promises. Whom 
shall we fear, when thou art with us? May 
thy presence and thy power make us daunt- 
less in every crisis! We ask it in the 
name of our victorious Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You have been 
studying again the old, old story, the 
wonderful story of David and Goliath. 
You can just see the picture, can’t you? 
There is young David with his sling, and 
big Goliath with his sword and armor. 
Not much chance for the boy, is there? 
That’s what Goliath thought. Well, why 
wasn’t David afraid? I think it was be- 
cause he knew what God could do for 
him when everything was against him. 
Oh, he was a good shot, of course, with 
that sling, but even a good shot can miss. 


not in himself that gave him courage. 
Do you have that same confidence? Does 
a ‘ look small to you, any giant of 
evil, when you know God is with you? 
Let us trust him moment by moment for 


every need. Let us pray. 





DAVID'S COURAGE 


FAITH IN $25 9 
MINE ? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Some Time We'll Understand.” 
“Victory in Jesus.” 

“Looking Unto Jesus.” 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
“Faith is the Victory.” 
“Rock of Ages.” 

“Sun of My Soul.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Fear Thou Not” (246: 1, 3). 

Psalm 119 : 81-88; Isaiah 42 : 10. 
“My Rock of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62: 1-12. 
“From God the Victory” (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18:1, 2, 27-33. 
“Thy People’s Shield” (259 :1, 2). 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


CL emnigens at 1 Samuel 16: 14, read’ 
through the seventeenth chapter, and 
be prepared to give your class a well con- 
nected story. Saul was still king, but on 
account of his disobedience the Spirit of 
God had left him. He was very unhappy, 
for an evil spirit troubled him, Some of 
Saul’s servants had heard David play 
on the harp, and they told Saul that they 
believed this beautiful music would help 
his feelings. So Saul sent a messenger 
to Jesse, asking for David to come to 
him. Sure enough, when David played 
on his harp, the music was so sweet 
that tHe evil spirit left Saul, and he 
felt much better. David stayed a while 
with Saul. Then the Philistines, some 
enemies of Israel, came up to fight them, 
and Saul gathered his soldiers together 
and went to war. David went ‘back to 
his father’s home in Bethlehem, and took 
care of the sheep a while longer. His 


There is not a wonder story in all liter- 
ture more generally known and better 
loved than the story of David and the 
giant. We shall have to be: very alert 
in order to hold the atterition of the 
class through the lesson period. Perhaps 
we can best do this, if we help them see 
the story. 

Let us begin at Bethlehem. There, 
early one morning, we see the aged Jesse 
sending David to the camp of Saul’s army 
to carry “something to eat from home” 
to his three eldest sons, in the army. We 
believe David was as glad as could be to 
go, and he reached the camp just in time 
to see his first battle, which was fought 
in a valley, the Philistines being on one 
hillside and the Israelites on the other. 

Then after the fight was over, David 
saw his first giant. The mighty Goliath, 
the champion fighter of the Philistines, 
came out and asked if anyone in Saul’s 
army would come and fight with him. 
He had been making, this offer for a 
long time. But there was not a single 
giant in all the army of Israel, and he 
felt sure that he could easily kill anyone 
who would fight with him. up and 
down the valley the giant walked—a 
man well over nine feet tall, and his 
body almost covered with brass. He 
carried a long, heavy, sharp sword, and 
had a man carrying a shield in front 
of him. Back of the champion, on the 





hillside, stood the Philistine army, proud 





Psalm 125 : 1-3. 


MATERIALISTIC 
PHILOSOPHY 


CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 








sort would overwhelm us, thy presence may 








three eldest brothers were in-Saul’s army. ; 


| and ‘sturdy strength of body. 
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and satisfied that no one could whip Go- 
liath, On the other hillside stood the 
Israelites, trembling with fear, because 
they had no mighty giant to fight with 
the Philistine. And there stood David, 
the young shepherd of Bethlehem, look- 
ing on, and wondering how his people 
could forget their God. 

And as he looked on, and heard the 
frightened Israelites talk, he made up his 
mind to fight the giant himself — not 
for the reward the king had promised, 
but “that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel.” 

‘Some one brought David before Saul, 
and there we see the eager, earnest young 
man telling the miserable Saul how God 
had saved him from the lion and the 
bear, and helped him kill both. So he 
knew God would save hinr*out of the 
hand of the Philistine, . 

_ Then we see Saul dressing David up 
in his brass.coat and hat, and sword. But 
David hastily laid aside those heavy 
things, and walked out dressed only in 
his shepherd’s coat, with sandals on his 
feet, and for weapons he carried a sling 
shot, and his staff. Eager to let his peo- 
ple know the love and power of their 
God, he dashed out from the terrified 
army of Israel, and picked up five stones, 
and put them into his bag, and hastened 
on to meet the angry giant. 

Trusting in his God, he sent a stone 
from his sling that sank into the head of 
the boasting man, and his faith was re- 
warded by seeing the: giant fall to the 
ground. Then David dashed forward, 
took the giant’s own sword and cut off 
his head, and walked back to the people 
with the great head in one hand and the 
sword in the other. This decided the 
battle; the Philistines ran, and the people, 
who a few minutes before were trembling 
with fear, drove these enemies back to 
their own country. 

Leave these thoughts in the minds of 
the children: David killed the giant— 
not because he was brave and strong, but 
because he trusted in God. Christ, our 
David, has overcome the great Giant of 
all evil, and now he gives us the benefit 
of his great victory. 

Sing “Faith Is the Victory.” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


Hew the Lesson is Taught Thie Week 
1. “Who is on the Lord’s side?” 


2. “What time I am afraid, I will put 
my trust in thee.” 


BrnNc to your girls’ minds as vivid 
a picture as possible of this youthful 
warrior —one of the most picturesque 
pictures in all history, as David is. Use 
not only the little word pictures of 
Scriptures, but bring to class, if you can, 
copies of some of the great artists’ con- 
ceptions of his “beautiful. countenance” 
Perhaps 
Michelangelo’s wonderful statue portrays 
both David’s physical beauty and that 
remarkable charm of nature that was his 
as strikingly as any of them. 

After you have focused the girls’ af- 
tention on David’s array of manly phys- 
ical beauties, ask them to name some of 
his other qualifications for such a vice 
tory as he won in that well-known fight 
with Goliath—taking for granted that 
they know the interesting old story it- 
self. If they will think of his life as 
a shepherd boy and his outdoor habits, 
they will think of his self-reliance, his 
fearlessness of physical dangers, his re- 
sourcefulness in sudden emergencies, his 
skill in the use of the shepherd’s usual 
weapon, the sling, and so on. Help them 
to pile up to his credit every one of his 
many items of “equipment” for such 
a fight as he voluntarily took on his 
hands for his king, there in the valley 
of Elah, when his people were dismayed 
at the overpowering strength. of the 
champion of their arch-enemy, the Phil- 
istines. 

When they have exhausted such a list, 
ask them which one of all these qualifica- 
tions or what combination of them, in 
their opinion, caused his victory. Make 
the picture as vivid as Scripture itself 











does — of this youth, unarmed, facing, sin- 
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gle-handed, this “man of war from his 
youth;” armed’ to the teeth, and fairly 
laughing to scorn this boy who came to 
match his gigantic strength and complete 
armor with only a sling in his hand. The 
secret of David's victory? It is clearly 
revealed in his own ringing words to that 
giant: “Thou comest to me with a sword 
. . . but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” Yes, 
victory came to David, as it will come 
to any girl of yours, because he was 
on the Lord’s side! ‘Saul’s prayer for 
him had been an$wered—the Lord had 
been with him in victorious might! 

2. Your girls may not admit it, but 
each of them knows that deep down in 
her own heart she is afraid of something, 
either present in her life now or that she 
fears is coming. It very likely is not 
something physical, like David’s gigantic 
antagonist, but it is something just as 
real as Goliath. Can she not find in 
David’s way of meeting Goliath her way, 
too, to a victory like David’s, through a 
trust like his, in the Lord of hosts? 


Home Study 


Memorize David’s whole “Psalm of 
Trust” this week, Psalm 27, 


Decatur, Ga. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





DAVID ano GoLlarH 








THE SUNDAY 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Faith, Courage, Humility. 

Discussion; Analyze David’s success 
and properly appraise the value of skill 
and sling. Then give God his place in it 
ail. Show how David's heart status lay 
at the bottom of his other attributes dis- 
played here, 

Objective: An 
hands. 


instrument in God’s 











AY, fellows, it requires three fine 
words to name what we find in David 

in his fight with Goliath. They are Faith, 
Courage, and Humility, but the greatest of 
these is Faith because the other two spring 
out of it. David’s faith in God’s power, 
God’s presence, and God’s purpose un- 
doubtedly was responsible for his success 
in the most notable and most spectacular 
exploit of any single individual of his 
generation—or of many generations. I 
have been interested in making a com- 
parison between. David before Goliath 
that day and Charles Lindbergh in his 
flight from New York to Paris in May. 
As a matter of fact, I am writing this 
during the week of Lindbergh’s trium- 
phant reception in Paris. By the time 
this lesson is studied in its regular or- 
der, doubtless much additional history will 
have been made by that notable young 
hero. I trust nothing will happen to dim 
his glory. Even now it is worth noting 
that both David and Lindbergh were 
young fellows in their hour of first suc- 
cess. Both emerged suddenly into the 
world’s notice, from comparative ob- 
scurity. Both made their debuts in a 
single-handed effort. Both went up 
against a foe that experienced and older 
heads considered invincible. Both were 
called foolhardy. Both seemed absolutely 
fearless. Both had utmost confidence 
that they would succeed. Both bore them- 
selves with grace and modesfy beyond 


praise. Both were-acclaimed heroes in 
an unprecedented celebration. Both be- 
came world famous overnight. The dem- 


onstration by throngs, with bared heads, 
on the Champs Elysee, as Lindbergh rode 
to the Hotse de Ville to sign his name in 
the Golden Book and receive the keys 
of the city, is startlingly like the scene 
in which they danced and shouted: “Saul 
hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands” (1 Sam. 18:7). 

I am hoping that when the record is 
complete, it will further show the paral- 
lel, in that our American hero recognized 
God’s hand in his exploit, even as David 
did. I have-been watching for it. Press 
dispatches do not always tell all, and 
often treat matters from a strictly world 
point of view. 

Like many hundreds of thousands of 
others, I have through the newspapers 
keenly watched our: intrepid young flier 
since he came into’ notice by his trans- 
continental flight. _During those days of 
jockeying on the Curtiss field for a start 
to Paris, he was my favorite. On that 
momentous Friday night, when he. was 
somewhere between Newfoundland and 
Ireland, it was as hard for me to sleep 
as it was for him to keep awake. No 
less than eight times I woke and prayed 
for him: that God would keep him from 
accident, sustain him in his effort, and 
land him safely on Le Bourget field. It 
was not hard to visualize it. As a pas- 
senger I flew from that same field my- 
self not very long ago. 

Those were tense hours of waiting for 
news of Lindbergh’s arrival at Paris. As 
tense as the moments in which Saul and 
Abner and the Israelite army watched 
the shepherd boy go out against the Phil- 
istine. It makes the heart stop beating 
to see one deliberately walk or run or 
fly into the jaws of death. 

But David won; and Lindbergh won. I 
did not have a chance to root for David, 
but, fellows, I’d sure like to be in that 
New York or St. Louis crowd to “whoop 
out loud and threw my hat” when Lindy 
comes home. New let’s pray and con- 
tinue to hope that the flier will go all 
the way with David. His modesty in 
his triumph so.far betekens it. There are 
few things more dangerous than popular 
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praise, following success. David weath- 
ered the storm. But it was because he, 
from the very start, ascribed to God the 
power and the glory. Even after whip- 
ping the giant, David could have gone 
down in an inglorious defeat. His bat- 
tle with Goliath that day was only the 
beginning of his career. Other great 
victors have gone to the top — then fallen. 
They seemed to forget that it was God 
who bore them up. Then God let them 
fall. David never said a word about 
his sling. His throw was skillful, it is 
true, but David knew very well that God 
guided that stone. And this is the secret 
of David’s successful life. This is why 
his first success did not spoil him. He 
ascribed to God the power. That made 
him continue to rely upon the same 
power and not upon his own. 

I think every Christian American will 
feci impelled to pray earnestly that our 
hero flier will always recognize God's 
power, and rely upon it—upon Him. 
One thus thrust upon the screen before 
the world has a teaching opportunity that 
is boundless. His every published utter- 
ance is closely scrutinized by millions. 
No other one dozen of world leaders have 
all together at this moment so completely 
the world’s attention. What a terrific 
responsibility! Not that Lindy ought to 
preach, but let us pray that his influence 
will be used, not only to bring nations 
closer together, but that in some way by 
his expressed simple trust in God, the 
world may hear afresh the words of 
Daniel and know that they are true: 
“The people that do know their 
shall be strong, and do exploits” (Dan. 
II: 32). 

Greenssoro, N. C. . 


w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of July 17) 


1. Because of Saul’s disobedience (1 Sam. 
13 $13, 14). f 

2. Saul was led to the house of the prophet, 
while the prophet was led to the house of 
Jesse, David’s father. Samuel had no diffi- 
culty apparently in deciding the Lord’s des- 
ignation in Saul’s case, but he had to decide 
against his own judgment in the -house of 
Jesse. 


3. See : Samuel 16:2, 


4. Careful reading of 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 will 
reveal that Samuel obeyed exactly God’s in- 
structions for that occasion, In withholding 
a part of the business he had in Bethlehem, 
from the knowledge of the village elders, he 
was in nowise deceiving them. 

gs. Eliab, the firstborn. 

6. The fact that he was evidently tall and 
handsome and resembled in appearance the 
king he had anointed before. = 


7. That he was appointed the ruler over the 


whcsle tribe of Judah (1 Chron. 27 : 18). 


8. First, that God rejected them (: Sam. 
16:7). Later, their spirit shown on the bat- 
tle field (rt Sam. 17 : 28). 


9. He was most probably. only the keeper 
of the “few sheep’. his father owned, an 
ordinary possession of every family in old 
Judea, rather than a full-fledged shepherd 
over a valuable flock. His older brothers 
were, evidently, not shepherds themselves. 
Notice 1° Samuel 17: 28. His position: was 
the lowliest possible one, as to occupation. 


10. The marginal reading of 1 Samuel 16: 
12 indicates the blue eyes so rare among the 
Hebrews, and this together with the empha- 
sis on his “rudiness,” in the text, warrant 
such an inference. It persists on down to 
his descendant,~ Mary of Nazareth, whom 
tradition so often credits with the same rare 
coloring (among her people) and even, some- 
times, to Christ himself. ; 


11. His heart was right with God. 


12. From pride, vainglory, resentment, hate, 
selfishness, unbelief. ’ 

13. Apparently they did not know why he 
had been anointed. Anointings were not al- 
ways for kingship, and there is nothing in 
the record to show that his family treated 
him as the future king. 

14. Apparently none knew of it—and such 
must have been God’s purpose in not reveal- 
ing to others outside Jesse’s family all” of 


Samuel’s business in Bethlehem at this time.. 


Only as time,,went on and Saul’s jealousy 
grew did this fact come to general knowl- 
edge. 

15. He was thirty years old- when he began 
to reign over the one’ tribe in -Hebtoa; 
it beimg seven years after that before his 
full ‘kingship: began. He is suppased-te have 
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been in his teens at the time of his fight 
with Goliath — younger still at his anointing. 
So he had some twelve to sixteen years of 
waiting for his partial rulership, and twenty 
or more for his full authority,—a long test- 
ing-time! 

16. The Son of David, the Son of God, who 
was anointed long ago, and has not yet re- 
ceived hia kingdom. 

17. In relation to the universe (Gen. 1 : 2): 
In relation to the redemption of the race 
(especially Isa. 11). In relation to individuals, 
as here. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 31. Great Missionary Characters. 2 Cor. 
Ir : 23-28, 

August 7. What Does the Bible Reveal About 
God? Gen, 1:13; : John 4:16. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

August 14. Modern Prejudices to Be Over- 
come. Acts 10:34, 35. 

August 21. The Goodness and Power of God 
Revealed in Nature. Psa. 19: 1-6. 





Sunday, July 24 
What Are Causes and Cures of Unrest? 
(Psa. 43 : 1-5; Matt. 11 : 28-30) 





Mon.—Futility of life (Eccles. 2: 12-17). 
Tues.—Sin (Psa. 32 : 9-11). 
Wed.—Disobedience (Deut. 28 : 58-68). 
Thurs.—Injustice (Jas. § : 1-8). 
Fri.—Rest in God (Psa. gr : 2-16). 
Sat.—Rest in faith (Phil. 4 : 1-8), 











What are some causes of social unrest 
today? 

“What is the cause and the cure of soul 
weariness ? 


What good de you ees {m international 
unrest? 


¢¢¢\H, HANNAH, I do not see how 
you could bear so much sorrow!” 
“I did not bear it,” was the quick re- 
ply, “the Lord bore it for me.” 
“Yes,” said the visitor, “that is the right 
You must take your troubles to 
the Lord.” 
“Yes,” replied Hannah, “but we must 
do more than that. We must leave them 


their burdens to him, but they bring them 
away with them again, and are just as 
worried and unhappy as ever. But I 
‘take mine and leave them with him, and 
come away and forget them. And if the 
worry comes back, I take it to him again, 
I do this over and over until I just for- 
get that I have any worries and am at 


perfect’ rest.” 
ww : 

But why an illustration of howr.an in- 
dividual’s problem of rest was solved, 
when we are considering for our topic 
social unrest? It is because the problem 
of the world at large is the same as the 
individual’s problem, and the solution is 
the same. 

We read ‘and hear much today that 
would lead us to think that the restless- 
ness abroad in this age is just an indica- 
tion of human development, of evolution 
— “growing pains”. as it were — that 
somehow presages better times to come. 
There is a‘ different aspect, however. 
While some of the turmoil and. uncer- 
tainty today are the results of changing 
conditions among the great masses, as 
education and improved means of com- 
munication and transpofttation -awaken 
race consciousness, nevertheless there are 
other restless elements abroad of which 
the Bible warns us: “In the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
beasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
‘to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false “ac- 
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers -of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, -lovers. of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godl- 
ness, but denying the power thereof” (2 
Tim. 3:-1-5). ; 

For ‘many vears we have been taught 
-hy: ‘social -reformers that the great dis- 
I satisfaction of the masses came from pov- 
‘erty and: class distinction, In-a remark- 
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Ee 





Oe ea 


, 1927 


his fight 
nointing. 
years of 
d twenty 
ong test- 


God, who 
t yet re- 


en. £32); 
the race 
lividuals, 


le’s 
2 


r. 


‘3. 2Cor. 


eal About 
Consecra- 


Be Over- 


ir of God 
6. 


Unrest? 
-30) 


12-17). 


3). 





al unrest 
> of soul 
ernational 


see how 
sorrow |” 
juick re- 


the right 
ubles to 


we must 


vr atl ine 
solved, 
ur topic 
problem 
le as the 
lution is 


day that 
restless- 
n indica- 
evolution 
re — that 
to come, 
however. 
d. uncer- 
changing 
asses, aS 
of com- 
awaken 
there are 
9€ which 
ast days 
nen shall 
covetous, 
sobedient 
without 
false ac- 
jisers -of 
dy, high- 
ore than 


of godl- 
reof” (2 


n taught 
reat dis- 
rom pov- 
remark- 











ee te ates 


Lesson for July 24 
1 Samuel 17 


able way, in the last few years, the world 
has had opportunity to observe that the 
removal or relieving of these difficulties 
somehow does not solve the probiem. 
Increased wealth breeds only increased 
greed and dissatisfaction. As class bar- 
riers disappear, jealousy and hatred and 
ill-feeling seem to increase, and slowly 
the world is being forced to realize that 
the issue lies deeper than these surface 
problems. 

It will help your young people’s soci- 
ety to get Christabel Pankhurst’s book, 
“The World’s Unrest” (‘Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, $2, post- 
age I5 cents), as an addition to your cir- 
culating library. Miss Pankhurst in a 
graphic and challenging way points out 
that the world’s dissatisfaction comes not 
from the lack of social relief or wealth 
or better living conditions, but from its 
great need of Chgist, and she tells why 
she believes the present unrest points to 
his early return to set straight the tan- 
gled mess that man has made-of govern- 
ment and social conditions. 

oe. 

God has so constructed man that he can 
find'no true rest apart from his Creator. 
He may deaden his consciousness of sep- 
aration or benumb his longing for God, 
but nowhere but in the center of God’s 
will can he find true peace and rest. The 
feverish activity-of unregenerate man is 


his testimony to his dissatisfaction. The 


“turn to God an 


followers of heathendom, if they are hon- 

est, will admit that they have no rest 

but are eternally on the search for satis- 
faction through one channel or another. 

= 

If this is true, then why does not man 

find his ‘rest? What 

is it that keeps him from God? It is 

the same thing that’ separated him from 

God in the beginning,—sin. It was sin 


‘entering into the heart of -Adam” and 


Eve that destroyed their rest in God, and 


. it is sin in the heart-.and life of mankind 


down through the ages. that has kept him 
from God. 

But the hopelessness of man’s situa- 
tion only drew forth the Father’s great 
love, for he sent- the Lord Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, to deal with the sin prob- 
lem, that. man, separated and afar off, 
might be made nigh. It is because Christ 
Jesus paid the penalty for sin-on Calvary 
and made possible by his ascension to the 
Father the gift of the Holy Spirit that 
he can offer to mankind the only rest 
that the world has ever known. The 
only cure for soul weariness is pardon 
and cleansing from sin and restoration 
to God, and it is just this that Christ holds 
out to the world today. 

All of our schemes and plans for world 
betterment and the improvement of so- 
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scription price becomes $1. 75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.<5 a year. 
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cial conditions are doomed to bitter fail- 
ure. unless mankind reaches out and takes 
God’s proffered gift of peace and rest 
through the shed blood of Christ. The 
realization of this fact should make us 
all the more eager to be true ministers 
of reconciliation, beseeching others in 
Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God. 
+) 4 ; 

But what is there in this topic for our 
own help as Christians? Are we show- 
ing to the world as we go about our daily 
tasks, at home, at school, in the office 
or shop, that peace that passeth all un- 
derstanding and that rest that cannot be 
disturbed by the outward circumstances 
that completely overwhelm others? The 
Lord Jesus wants us to be foolish enough 
to trust him just as Hannah did in our 
illustration, to take our difficulties, tria!s, 
troubles, and all that concerns us to him 
and to come away with hearts light \and 
joyous because we have left our burdens 
with him. Let us not dishonor him by 
striving to carry the load that he wants 
to carry for us. Let us show to the world 
that our Lord is able to undertake, not 
only in the big issues of life, but in the 
trivial little worries and problems that 
so often hinder and mar the Christian’s 
testimony. 

bad 

What can our society do toward present- 
ing Christ as the solution to the social un- 
rest in our community? 

Do I really believe that Christ is the solu- 
tion for my own restlessness and dissatis- 
faction? 

Am I willing to let him give me that 
peace and rest that only he can give? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 











Midget’s Kingdom 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


IDGE listened to her mother’s foot- 

steps going down the stairs. As 
the last echoing tap died away, she snug- 
gled down under the bedclothes, whisper- 
ing: “Milk and eggs, milk and eggs, 
when I want royal food from the King’s 
Palace! But I know what I can do even 
if I do have to stay in bed all day. I 
can make believe again.” 

Midge turned over and buried her nose 
in the snowy white pillow. “Let me see,” 
her thoughts ran, “I can’t go on a flying 
trip, but—oh, I know! This room shall 
be my Kingdom, and I'll be the Queen. 
Of course, I want to be a good Queen 
like Queen Victoria of England. I guess 
I'll send all the servants in the palace off 
on a picnic. James!’ Midge called the 
butler’s name very softly, because in the 
Wonderful World of Make-Believe you 
always talk softly: “James, see that a 
bountiful lunch is put up, plenty of eggs 
and milk. Go through the royal pantry 
and collect all the angel cakes. On the 
top shelf you will find a drippy, oozy 
chocolate cake. Pack it carefully, James. 
Have the cook make a barrel of pink ice 
cream, and you may get a hundred sticks 
of candy at Mr. Hawkins’ store. Now 
be off, but be back in time to get the 
King’s supper.” 

Midge smiled contentedly. It wasn’t 
going to be so bad after all, this having 
to stay in bed all day. 

Now the room was only ten feet square, 
but_when the Whispering Voices started 
in Midge’s heart a funny thing happened. 
The walls jiggled up and down, and this 
way and that way. Then they back-step- 
ped some fifty paces, and a whole troop 
of queer little men came hurrying in with 
boards on their shoulders. They filled 
in the floor space in no time at all, with- 
out. sound of hammer or saw. When 
they had finished, they unrolled costly 
rugs. Midge nodded to them. 

“Very beautiful,” she said. 
all down. It would be sucty’ ‘an, effort to 
have to choose.” 

They hung the walls with rich velvets, 
and draped lace curtains at the windows. 

“My pictures, you must not hide my 
pictures,” warned Midge. 





And then another funny thing hap- 
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Why Not the : 
Holy Land Cruise = 
for Your Pastor? ¥f 

2 You can give him member- ‘ 

5 ship in The Sunday School 

2 Times party with James 

5 Boring’s 1928 Mediterranean ‘ 

2 Cruise. $ 

! Many ministers thoroughly 5 

: enjoyed this year’s cruise. ‘ 
Some of these ministers $ 


would not have taken the 
trip had it not been for the - 
thoughtfulness of their con- 
gregations in making this 
possible. 
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your pastor join this cruise, 
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: and yet cannot see just the 

z way to meet the expense, let 
5 us tell you how. Under our ¢ 
5 plan, you, with several of 
e your friends, could arrange ‘ 
5 this trip for your pastor, with- ; 
e out financial burden. $ 
5 The coupon below will bring E 
: full details of the plan. : 
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1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Thought-provoking sentences 
from DR. A. Z. CONRAD'S NEW BOOK 


The S Finalities of Faith 
iseere ae oe ine ere gan, 
Spake, God Came, God Redeemed, God Is Here, ta Coming Ageia. 
‘It is something for one to be willing to die for his convictions, but it is 
much more important to have convictions worth dying for.’’ 


‘Tested by all the criteria of truth. the seven finalities of faith stand as 
unalterably and indestructibly true. They represent the irreducible minimum 
and at the same time the horizoned maximum of spiritual reality.” 


‘‘The professional broad -minded individual is usually living a very con- 
tracted life. A horizoniess life is only a mirage. A detined boundary means 
at least that you are living in a real and not a phantom universe,” 


** * Self-expression,’ about which so much is said, is often self-explosion. 
What is desired is Christ-expression in personal life. That will mean obedi- 
ence and progressive life. =to-date-ness becomes an obsession with many 
people. Up-to-truth-ness is far more important.”’ 


**The demand for finality is persistent and insistent. Man is restless 
and peaceless until the supreme concerns of existence are settled in his own 
mind. ‘Let me fly to the Rock that is higher than I’ is the earnest cry of souls 
seeking sure and secure foundations.” 


Dr. Conrad has cleared away the debris of human opinion and theological non-essentials and 
has uncovered the bed-rock foundations of Christian belief as clearly given in God's Word. 
These few excerpts from the preface of “The Seven Finalities of Faith” are representative 
of the careful thinking that is apparent throughout the whole book. 


This book will be welcomed and treasured by all Christians. It i ivating and convincing 
reading, and offers rich material for sermons, prayer-meeting talks, Bible dns ou and donnien. 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 


MAY BE ORDERED FROM BOOKSELLERS OR FROM 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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**An Epoch and a Turning Point 


in the Present Religious Controversy” 


A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


This is the eagerly awaited volume from the pen of the great Princeton scholar, givin 
in detail his conclusions and the reasons for his belief in the accuracy and inspiration o' 
the Old Testament Scriptures. A convincing argument based on an exhaustive study of 
the text, grammar and vocabulary. 





Eminent scholars, who weigh their words carefully, praise this book in terms which 
sound almost extravagant. The quotation above the title in this advertisement is the 
way Dr. Leander S. Keyser describes it; and Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle says, ‘‘Few men 
would ever be able to produce such a book, and not while this book remains and the 
English language is spoken, will such a one again be needed."’ $2, postage 15 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Your boys and girls 
will enjoy these books - 
i China Chats | 


‘* China Chats” is a series of talks with chil- 
dren about ‘‘ Old China’s Young Folks,” com- 
piled and arranged in story form from the 
stirring annals of the China Inland Mission, 
by Frederic F. Helmer, Publication Secretary 
in North America. Here are the kind of things 
young people will be interested in, with more- 
than 4o clever drawings to make Chinese life 
more real. The stories are told in a lively, 
vivid style that will keep the young folks - 
sorbed, and at the same time will provide 
them with a very real insight and a deep 
WP als practical interest in mission work,—especially 

ne needful in these days of stress and turmoil in 
A Boavke Cocnime this ancient land. $1, postage 10 cents 


Just Dogs 


By E. Ryerson Young. A 
book that will interest boys 
from cover tocover. Gives 
the exciting adventures of 
a missionary and his dogs 
in the northern provinces 
of Canada. 


$1.25, postage 10 cents 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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pened. The boy in the picture called 
“The Blue Boy” came right out of his 
frame. He walked over to the bed and 
bowed almost to the floor before Midge. 

“With your kind permission,” he said, 
“the Picture People will entertain you.” 

Midge smiled happily. He was such 
a nice boy. His face looked a good deal 
like Peter Crane’s, but he had on the most 
beautiful blue satin suit! Peter never 
wore anything but khaki, He just 
couldn’t be Peter, but his voice was pleas- 
ing like Peter’s. He stood there looking 
at her and waiting. 

“Oh, I ’most forgot,” said Midge with 
a start. “I’m the Queen, and you are 
waiting for my permission. Bid the 
Picture People enter.” 

The Blue Boy ‘stepped back and waved 
his hand gracefully. The velvet curtains 
on the wall at the foot of Midge’s bed 
parted. At first all she saw was the 
picture of dear old Humpty Dumpty 
seated on his wall just as he had been 
ever since last Christmas when Auntie 
May had hung him there. 


But Humpty suddenly began to smile, 


a great broad smile. Then his shoulders 
shook from laughter, and he waved his 
spindly arms high above his head at 
Midge. What a jolly playmate he was! 

“Ha, ha!” laughed Midge with delight. 

Humpty kicked up his heels. And then 
an awful thing happened. He gave an 
extra hard kick and down he tumbled 
from his wall, right out of the picture, 
and rolled over and over on a costly rug. 
Midge leaned over the side of the bed 
to watch his funny antics. 

The Blue Boy became greatly con- 
cerned. He pleaded with her to get back 
on the bed, and his eyes looked so sad 
that Midge ducked under the covers at 
once. 

“Are you smiling at me?” she whis- 
pered, peeking out at him, ; 

The sadness was all gone, and the Blue 
Boy was not only smiling, he was laugh- 
ing 


tain you,” he said. “See, the curtains 
are parting again.” 
Midge gave a gasp of surprise. There 
was the Old Woman Who Lived in a 
Shoe, Who Had so Many Children She 
Didn’t Know What to Do! The children 
came trooping out of the shoe. They 
came through a hole in the toe and 
through the button holes, and scampered 
across the floor to Midge. They climbed 
the bedposts and walked across the foot- 


board as though it were a tight rope. 


They danced over the counterpane and 
frolicked about in the bumps made by the 
bedclothes. They chased each _ other 
hither and thither. And then the Old 
Woman came out of the shoe, and she 
carried a stick. The children tried to 
hide. They got back of chairs and un- 
der tables and hid in the folds of the 
curtains. But she found each one, and 
with a spank, spank sent them hurrying 
back into the shoe. Then she tripped 
and almost fell over an object lying on 
the rug. > ; 

“What’s this, what’s this!” cried the 
Old Woman. 

The Blue Boy hurried to her side. 
“That is Humpty Dumpty who sat on a 
wall,” he said. “He had a great fall —” 
His voice faltered, wavered. Midge 
strained her ears to hear what he was 
saying, but what she heard was: 

“Lunch is ready for my little girl, A 
glass of milk and —” 

Midge looked at the Blue Boy. He was 
waiting for orders, patiently, his eyes 
growing sad. , ; 

“Away, away!” whispered Midge. “My 
reign is over. The Kingdom must van- 
ish until after lunch.” 

The Old Woman poked poor old 
Humpty Dumpty with her stick. The 
Blue Boy leaned over him. 


“We shall do what all the King’s 


horses and all the King’s men failed 
to do,” he said to the Old Wo- 
man. And then together they picked 
up Humpty and carried him to his picture 
home. The walls of the room jiggled 
up and down. ard this way and that way. 
Then they slipped together into a place 


| ten feet square. Gone were the costly 


rugs and the rich velvet curtains. But 
there stood mother with a tray, smiling 
her most beautiful smile. And Midge 
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“Some one else Has come to enter- 
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smiled back at her and prepared to eat 
her lunch. ew 
Mitrorp, Conn. 
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Your Substitute for Keswick 


b § ae ago, when a man was drafted 
for war, it was possible, when he 
could not leave his family or his busi- 
ness, to send a substitute to go and fight 
in his place. It may not have occurred 
to those who have been longing to go 
to one of the Victorious Life Conferences 
at America’s Keswick this summer and 
who, for one cause or another, will be 
unable to go, that it is possible for them 
to send a substitute, not to suffer hard- 
ship or perhaps death, but to enjoy the 
blessings that come from a week of Bible 
study, Spirit-filled messages, and Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

If you are at a loss to find some one 
to go in your stead, the Council of the 
Victorious Life Testimony stands ready 
to use any contribution you may care 
to make for such a purpose, and God will 
richly bless the gift because some one 
who might not otherwise get to Keswick 
will be enabled to attend a conference, 
and you yourself will get a blessing 
through the giving. Such gifts should 
be specially designated for the Victorious 
Life Conference Substitute Fund. 

This is not the only way, however, that 
you may share America’s Keswick with 
others. As many know, the summer con- 
ferences at Keswick are supported en- 
tirely by the thank offerings taken at the 
end of each conference, the funds re- 
ceived for meals and board going entirely 
to the up-keep of Keswick. However, in 
case of the Student Conferences, the 
thank offering is inadequate to cover the 
cost. This is readily understood when it 
is remembered that most students do not 
have sufficient funds to cover more than 
their actual expenses at a conference of 
this sort. The Council believes that God 


would have them give to the student world - 


the same rich feast of Bible study and 
deeply spiritual teaching as is provided 
for the other conferences, and they are 
looking to God to make up the deficit 
of the Student Conferences. Will you 
ask him what share he may want you 
to have in making this sound and con- 
structive conference available to these 
young men and women on the threshold 
of life work? ? 

Then there are a number of important 

needs at Keswick which it is hoped may 
be met at once. One of the most urgent 
of these is that of new beds to replace 
the temporary ones purchased from the 
government several years ago at a very 
low cost. Special prices of $10 and $12 
each for new beds have heen quoted by 
a large firm interested in Keswick. Per- 
haps God may want you to make an in- 
vestment of a number of these. 
- Will you not join with those who are 
undergirding America’s Keswick with 
prayer that God’s richest blessing may be 
outpoured on this year’s conferences and 
that all the funds necessary to provide 
for the comfort and spiritual refreshment 
of delegates may be speedily provided? 
Gifts for any of the above mentioned 
needs should be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 
urer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July 23-31.— ” 


Au. g 6-14.— ae «“ “ 
Au .. 20-28.— “ “ “ 
Sept. 2- 5.— « oe “ 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
8a Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. . 
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With the New Books 








The Superfluous Man. By Milton W. 
Brown. (>.andard Publishing Co., Cin- 
cinnati, $2.): The general object of this 
book seems to ‘be a protest against a 
mechanistic and materialistic view of life, 
and many wholesome truths are pointed 
out with respect to such subjects as crime, 
employment, war, immigration, property, 
and education. . The subject matter is of 
a rather rambling nature, however, and 
the author does not always make clear 
exactly what truths he ‘is trying to pre- 
sent. 


' Fathers and Sons. By Samuel: S. 
Drury. (George H. Doran Co. New 
York, $1.50, net.) . From long, ‘sym- 
pathetic observation ‘and experience with 
boys and their fathers, this headmaster 
of. a famous boys’ school has prepared 
messages of helpfulness and understand- 
ing that will do every father good to 
read in this age of the disintegration of 
the home.’ An active and loving interest 
and companionship will form ties that 
bind closer than those of stern authority 
on the one hand or flabby indulgence on 
the other. .The ten chapters of the book 
are crowded with practical hints and ad- 
vice for fathers, as related to the boy’s 
interests in the home, school, athletics, 
work, play, friends, and religion. 


. Broken Lights. By. Harold Begbie. 
(George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50, 


’ met.). When a writer of the brilliance and 


acumen.of Harold Begbie undertakes “a 
short study. in the varieties of Christian 
opinion,” the public is assured of some 
very interesting reading at the very least. 
In this book he has attempted a summary 
of the beliefs of the various parties in 
the Church, and. whether he has always 
presented their position sympathetically, he 
has, at least, endeavored to present them 
fairly, The book is a valuable one as in- 
dicating the state of mind of..many per- 
plexed observers today. That it has a 
message for the Church is clear to every 
thoughtful reader. Perhaps if the mes- 
sage were heeded, skepticism might have 
Jess power over the minds of men, 


“The Singers: of Judah’s Hills. By 
Charles Arthur Boyd, (Fleming H. Re- 
vell Co., New York, $1.25.) William Al- 
len Knight’s “Song of the Syrian Guest” 
was the inspiration of this series of story 
settings for eighteen of the best known 
Psalms. What the “Song of the Syrian 
Guest” has done for the twenty-third 
Psalm, taking us back into the atmosphere 
in which the inspired poet lived and 
‘wrote, the writer seeks to do in a sim- 
ple. way and much more briefly for a 
‘number of much loved Psalms, New 
warmth and reality are added to the 
Word as we sit with the Shepherd under 
‘the tree, beside streams of water, or as 
“we listen beside the bed of a sick Hebrew 
lad while his devout mother sings the 
twenty-seventh Psalm and unfolds its 
meaning with the Jewish background, or 
as we go up with the pilgrims and hear 
the Levitical choruses rendering the ma- 
_jestic lines of the twenty-fourth Psalm. 
“Three groups of Psalms are included, 
“Songs of God’s Out-of-Doors,” “Songs 
of Worship,” and “Songs of Trust.” The 
,title given to each Psalm is particularly 
happy and helps to bring out the vital 
message. This little volume should prove 
of value, especially to young people, in 
recalling the real background of these 
ancient Scriptures ,and thus making the 
spiritual message more personally vital. 
Older lovers of the Psalms may be stim- 
ulated to picture for themselves the set- 
tings of these inspired writings through 
the simple and natural treatment sug- 
gested by Mr. Boyd. 


Studies in the Psalter. By O. W. Wis- 
mar. (Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, $1.) Full of rich suggestion for 
the earnest and thoughtful reader of the 
Psalms is this little book written espe- 
cially for Lutherans but with an appeal 
:as wide as the Psalms themselves. The 
volume consists of detailed studies of 
‘two Psalms that meant: much in the life 
‘of Luther, the forty-sixth and the one 
hundred and nineteenth, and the material 
is mainly taken from the learned but 
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deeply devotional essays of two German 
scholars. Introducing the main studies 
is an admirable summing up of the gen- 
eral facts concerning the book of Psalms 
as a whole. Psalm forty-six is studied 
under three divisions: The Church’s 
bold defiance of the assaults of her ene- 
mies; the safety and security of the 
Church of God in the midst of all her 
foes; the glory of the Church at the 
final destruction of her enemies. Church 
history and Bible prophecy are used to 
illumine the Psalmist’s words, but the 
present spiritual message is uppermost. 
The keynote of the hundred -and nine- 
teenth Psalm is found to be, “Faithful ad- 
herence to the divinely revealed word,” 
and, in our day, Christians especially need 
the testimony of this marvelous poem 
that Luther called “The Christians’ golden 
alphabet concerning their praise and love 
of God’s Word and its power. and bless- 
ing.” Each of the twenty-two sections 
is given an appropriate title and studied 
in detail. A new reverence for the Word 
of God and a new sense of the vital im- 
portance of its earnest study would re- 
sult for any who use these studies as the 
basis of meditation upon this Psalm, es- 
pecially if one section were taken each 
day. 

The Task in Japan. By August Karl 
Reischauer, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell, 
New York, $1.50.) “Our Christian task 
in Japan, and in all mission fields, is 
essentially one with our Christian task 
in the home lands.” This significant 
statement from Dr, Reischauer’s book 
sums up the opening chapter on “the gen- 
eral setting,” which is a remarkable mar- 
shalling of facts. For not only is “the 
task in Japan” before the author, but 
the missionary task throughout the world. 
What the situation in Japan now is, it 
must become in other mission fields. In 
Japan, for several reasons, the situation 
has ripened earlier than jn other fields. 
The demands upon the home fields are 
insistent; in particular there is a de- 
mand upon the denominations and 
churches that every effort be made to 
Christianize the relations between the na- 
tions, and especially with reference to 
“the new economic expansion and .dom- 
inance made possible by the accumulated 
wealth of certain Western nations.” The 
chapter on “motives, aims and attitudes” 
sums up in a practical way the lessons 
from the past on the mission field and 
the changes demanded by the present. 
The thought-life of Japan, as a problem 
in missionary effort, is discussed in three 
chapters; first, the native religions, and 
then “the dominant current, and the one 
that is giving direction to the rest,’ which 
is shown to be “essentially the same as a 
current of thought which is so strong 
in the life of the West today,” and to 
which he gives the name “the newer natu- 
ralism.” The closing chapter, on the 
present status of Christianity in Japan, 
reviews, “in bold outline, the development 
of the Christian movement among the 
Japanese people,” from its beginnings to 
the present day.” and especially the re- 
actions from the Russo-Japanese War, 
the World War, and the American Ex- 
clusion Act. The author’s doctrinal views 
are not in evidence; it is a book of facts 
and what they teach. 


Our Lord’s Earthly Life. By David 
Smith, M.A., D.D, (Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, $3, net.) One expects liter- 
ary charm from David Smith’s pen, never- 
theless his freshness in the present vol- 
ume amazes those who have followed 
him in “The Days of His Flesh,” “The 
Historic Jesus,” “The Unwritten Sayings 
of Our Lord,’ “Matthew,” and other 
writings. Throughout the volume flashes 
of light break forth. .. 

For example, in-Christ’s day shepherds 
were likened to brigands: thus he who 
came to call not the righteous but sin- 
ners met, first of all, rough men. 

Just at the time of the Magi, Phari- 
sees had predicted the overthrow of 
Herod and the rise of his brother: hence 
Herod’s deep concern. 


Matthew’s taxgathering ¢dénnection: Mat- 
thew mentions it as a testimony to ‘Christ 
for that from which he ‘was. delivered. 
Jesus’ walking on the water was pro- 
phetic of his resurrection. e 
Peter's seventy times forgiveness is a 





contrast to Lamech’s seventy times 
avenged. 


The blood’ and water from. his ‘side was || 


a scientifically demonstrated evidence of 
a heart: we are saved by his heart’s 


It is good to find the virgin birth 
of the Lord Jesus championed. One is 
amazed, however, at, the general aversion 
to the miraculous that Dr. Smith: mani- 
fests, despite his virgin birth position. 
Demon possession he calls epilepsy and 
hallucination; the. casting out of demons 
he makes psychologic, not physical, ~The. 
palsied hand: he calls rheumatism. The 
touching of the garment’s hem was, to 
him, a superstition, but.there was faith 
in it: hence the result. Another supersti- 
tion was the thought that spittle con- 
tained medicinal properties: Jesus (by in- 


ference) accommodated | himself ; to -this: 


view and used the spittle. There are 
conclusions equally ‘unscriptural “and: de-: 
structivé, but from ‘another angle, ‘Christ’s 
cry from the cross shows a momentary 
lapse of faith in his Father, for which 
he may be excused, seeing his sufferings ! 
Son of man was an epithet hurled at him 
that he might be set over against the Son 
of God on the one hand, and Son of 
David on the other; he accepted the jibe, 
and took the name Son of. man. When 
Jesus argued that God was not of the 
dead but of the living he employed mere 
verbal quibble, but since this was the 
method of the rabbis of the day, it was 
legitimate. Such teachings dare distress- 
ing and unworthy. General critical atti- 
tudes toward the Gospels are‘ sponsored 
in footnotes on pages 202, 298, 341, and 
459. Tae 
Attention ought to be called, too, to 
his remarks concerning the word “lost” 
on pages 250, 251. One wonders how, 
with such volumes extant as Orr’s “Res- 
urrection of Jésus,” Dr. Smith can baldly 
describe the ‘resurrection ‘accounts as 
“abounding in inconsistencies and contra- 
dictions.” It is refreshing, however, to 
have the resurrection of -Christ’s-material 
(spiritually material) body defended by 
so great a scholar. His explanation of 
the spiritual-material resurrection body of 
our Lord is one of the finest com- 
mentaries written. The book can be used 
profitably provided its critical positions 
are carefully noted and rejected: : 


Bibles for United States Fleet 


oh New York Bible Society from 
its Bible House, at .5 East Forty- 
eighth Street, New York, with the co- 
operation of over two hundred young peo- 
ple from the National Bible Institute 
and various churches of New York City, 
recently made°a large distribution of 
Bibles, Testaments, and ‘Scripture por- 
tions to members of the United States 
Fleet just before it left New York Har- 
bor. The young people visited: more ‘than 
a hundred ships in making the distribu- 
tion, and 655 Bibles, 2,475 Testatments, 
and 34,840 portions’: Were | ‘personally 
handed to the men making a total of over 
37,000 copies, 

The arrangements were made through 
Captain Scott, Chaplain of the Fleet. On 
Sunday: morning: at: ten o’clock there was 
a formal ‘presentation of a Bible to” Ad- 
miral Charles F: Hughes, Commander in 
Chief of the United States Fleet, on ‘board 
the Flagship U. S. S. Seattle. This’ pres- 
entation was made‘ by a group of Man- 
agers from the New York Bible: Society, 


Mr. John C. West, President, making the |’ 


presentation address. Admiral Hughes 
responded saying that the Bible that his 
mother had given ‘him was much ‘worn 
from use and that he was grateful to re- 
ceive a new one, ai 

The Honorable Curtis D. Wilbur, Sec- 
retary of the Navy, who was present at 
the presentation ceremonies, in praising 
the influence of the Bible upon the men 
of the Navy, said: “There are a thou- 
sand passages in the Bible, any one of 
which a man can tie his whole life to, 


Luke and Mark graciously pass over -sueh as the first verse of the Twenty-third 


Psalm—‘The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want.’” 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message, A catalogue 
sent on request, a ats, Bi ‘ 
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AFRICA INLAND: MISSION 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














IGToNY Prroox Caw0 
for boys for College Gnstion! 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Prepares for all the leading 
colleges. Intensive work under college- 
trained teachers. Small classes. New 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 

pus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by the 
World’s Greatest Hymn Writers: 
Stebbins, Harkness, Sankey, Gabriel, Tovey, 

















Hooker, etc. Mrs. James Henry La Editor, 
Voice Student a. Jem New York and Posie. oe 
25c Each, $12.50 per 100. Returnable copy 


on request. 
Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shere Drive, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
no other I like as well.” Sasmple copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. - 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

















For the Young Folks 


Bible Puzzlers 


to Interest the Children 
in the Old Testament 


Who rescued his kingdom for $1,875,000? 
What giant had a bed 13 ft. x6 ft? 
in the Velez of Bones? - 
Who was the first musician 
Who made an altar out of his pillow ? 
Who took a census which cost the Mves of 
70,000 people ? 


Five Hundred Bible Story 


Questions and Answers 
By Samugx Scovitie, Jr. 


50 cents; postage, 5 cents 














Tue SuNpay $cHooL Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


What is the Gospel? 


By CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. 
7" It gives God’s Word ped i 


Why Men Are Lost, 
How Men Are Saved, 
What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, 
The Victorious Life. 
Cloth 75 cts., paper 50 cts., postage 5 cts. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

















__ 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 











| - Comfortable 


ensive Way 


nexpe 


to Visit the HOLY 


LAND ~ ~ ~ 


By traveling as one large party 
on a chartered ship the cost of a 
62-day Cruise to the Mediter- 
ranean and Holy Land has been 
'  peduced to as low as $690. 


NDER ordinary circumstances 

travel to the countries bordering on 

the Mediterranean is both difficult 
and expensive. But if you join The Sun- 
day School Times party on James Bor- 
ing’s Annual Cruise to the Mediterranean 
and Holy Land it is as simple as attend- 
ing a Sunday-school picnic and comarh- 
ably inexpensive. 


An entire ship has been chartered—the new, 
swift S.S. Doric of the White Star Line. She will 
be our ship home and carry us from ua ape just 

hen we 


as if she were our own private yac 
are ashore we will travel inspec nine o speci 
motors. James Boring’s Travel Service has al- 
ready made all arrangements, hotel rooms _— 
been reserved, guides have been employed and 
the trains and motors engaged. 


And all these luxuries and conveniences will 

ou less so if you traveled alone or in a 

oil anne chartering an entire ship, con- 

tracting 17) a ys number of hotel rooms, and 

using special trains and motors, prines have been 
to a minimum. 


We sail from New York on February 8th. 
The itinerary is most comprehensive. It requires 
62 da without stopover and includes Madeira ; 
Gibraltar; Algeciras, Spain; Algiers; Tunis 
and Carthage ; Malta ; Athens ; Constantinople ; 
Beirut, Syria; eleven days in Palestine and 
Egypt; Cornea, ate 3 five days in Naples and 
Rome; the French Riviera ; an opportunity 
to stop over in Europe and visit London or Paris. 


Send the Coupon 


If you send the coupon below Mr. Boring will 

“ ees aoe, ee 

@ handsomely illustsated booklet. Send the 

coupon now. ‘ft has'been made easy-end in- | 

expensive for you to take the trip you have 
always dreamed about. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Walnut Street, Philadélphia, Pa. 
interested in the 1928 Sunday School Times 


Mediterranean and Hely Land. Please ask 
to send me full particulars. 
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‘the Spirit in America’s “one hundred and 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowine the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the egteen ed Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


120,000,000! 


> not the figures significantly sug- 
gestive? This now is America’s 
population; one million times as many 
people as owes in Jerusalem’ on the 
morning of Pentecost 1,897 years ago. 
Those 120 were saturated with the Word 
of God and the teachings of Jesus. Then, 
> answer to prayer (John 14:16; Acts 

:14), the fire of the Holy Ghost fell 
pi that. Word-saturated human altar, and 
in one day three thousand souls were 
added to the Church! 

Shall we not pray that somehow dur- 
ing these “three and one-half years,” these 
anniversary years of Jesus’ earthly minis- 
try, America’s one hundred and twenty 
million may become acquainted with this 
same Spirit-impregnated Word of God? 
For there is no other word, no other 
name, no other gospel that is “the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth,” whether Jew or Gentile. See 
Tuesday’s “Prayer Suggestions.” 


July 18 to 24 
Mon.—1 Samuel 17 : 31-40. David and Goliath. 


One of Scripture’s most fascinating 
stories; replete with practical lessons. 
For example, verses 38 to 40: No mat- 
ter how well the spiritual man is clothed 
with fleshly armor, he is still impotent. 
Indeed, the fleshly armor makes him the 
more ‘utterly impotent. “Five smooth 
stones,” “five bleeding wounds”; victory! 
(Col. 2:14, 15.) 

Prayer Succestions: “Cursed be the 
man that . .. maketh flesh his arm,’ 
wrote Jeremiah long centuries ago. But, 
on the other hand, “Blessed is the man 
that trusteth in the Lord.” And what 
was true in Jeremiah’s time still holds 
good. Let us “watch and pray” against 
= aaa devices to draw us away from 

od, 


Tues.—1 Samuel 17 : 41-51. 
A Victory of Faith. 


David’s faith was not presumption. It 
was of divine origin. It bore every mark 
of genuineness. He was in “the way” of 
obedience (v. 20; ci. Gen. 24:27). He 
leaned not upon the arm of flesh (v. 39; 
cf. Jer. 17:5), but oe (v. 45). 
He sought God’s honor (v 46), to whom 
alone was the battle (v. 47). 


Prayer SucGcestTions: Have you read 
the Introduction? A widespread work of 


twenty million” would result in world- 
wide blessing. Let us pray that the con- 
secrated wealth of this nation may be 
shortly directed into channels of genuine 
evangélisation; for example, A COPY OF 
Joun’s GoSPEL IN EVERY HAND IN AMER- 
1cA! (Why not send this paragraph, 
with prayer, to some faithful steward of 
Me Lord’s money?) 


Wed.—Psalm S4:1-7. A Prayer for Defense. 


How refreshing to us is David’s ex- 

ample of utter dependence upon God (vs. 
1-4), and of God’s exhibition of never-fail- 

ing, utter dependableness, as seen through- 
out David's lifetime! In all the sixty- 
six books of the Bible can you think of 
a single instance where God failed or 
deserted any trusting child of his? Is he 
not worthy of confidence? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
book department of The Sunday School 
Times ‘Company. Some of the most doc- 
trinally and spiritually profitable books in 
America are being published and sent 
out through this department. Keep in 
touch with them. Send for a recent cata- 
logue, and put prayer back of these books. 
Thurs.—2 Kings 19 : 14-19. 

A Prayer for Deliverance. 


Is this what yow did with that defiant 
letter that you received some time ago? 


it before the Lord” (v. 14), or do you 
meet. defiance with defiance? Read how 
it came out in Hezekiah’s case. And it 
would in yours. 

Prayer Succrstions: God is richly 
blessing the ministry of M. M. Smyser, 
at Yokote, Akitaken, Japan; 
able .part he believes because of the 
prayets of the readers of this paper. Con- 
tinue remembering him, and all other mis- 
Sionaries in Japan, as well as in China, 
Korea, India, and other Asiatic countries. 


Fri-—Psalm 44:1-8. God’s Deliverance. 


Compare with today’s reading, espe- 
cially with verses 6 to 8, Jeremiah 17: 
5-8. Reread verse 3, and recall to mind 
Israel’s victories and defeats in obtaining 
possession of Canaan. If sin was in the 
camp, no matter how strong their num- 
bers, they were defeated ;, which fact alone 
proved God's overruling presence, 


Prayer Succestions: A Maryland 
correspondent writes: “For more than 
a year I have been handing out Gospels; 
over 250 thus far. The name of each one 
to whom one is given is on my prayer 
list, and twice each day I carry them to 
the throne of grace.” What a worth while 
ministry! Pray for all who are similarly 
engaged. 

Sat.—Matthew 4: 1-11. 
: Jesus and. the Tempter. 


The battle of David against Goliath 
was ‘a battle of “giants” on earth; the 
one of faith, the other of flesh. The bat- 
tle of Jesus against Satan was a battle 
of “giants” in the heavenlies; God’s will 
against self-will in revolt. Goliath and 
Satan were alike aggressors, in revolt 
against God; but “the name” (1 Sam. 
17:45) and the Word (“It is written”) 
were gloriously . triumphant. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: From. a corre- 
spondent in Washington Stated: “Please 
ask ‘prayers for the sheepmen and shep- 
herds in--the Western’ States; also» for 
the cattlemen and cowboys. Some of 
these men have been reared in Christian 
homes, but have become careless and in- 
different. But the Holy Spirit is able 
to convict-them.” 


Sun.—Psalm 27 : 1-5. 
Fearless Trust in Jehovah. 


Why is it that some of God’s servants 
find it so difficult to find him in “the 


in consider- \° 
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not implied in verse 4? Is it not because, in, 


the “one thing” that David sought after 
they do not seek after? “All hice days,” 
where? Compare Psalm 91:1, and the 
verses following. 

Prayer. SucGaestions: Briefly review 
the. week’s readings, and pray that your 
own faith, and that of God’s people every- 
where, may be greatly strengthened, For 
“this is the victory that overcometh the 
world,” as well as the flesh and the Devil, 
“even our faith,” that faith which ts 
“born of God” (1 John 5:4). “Lord, in- 
crease our faith’! 


CHURCH ORGANS. 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
announce the completion of 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 









































BRONZE Tis. 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St.. New York Citys 


Philadelphia School for 
Christian Workers 


Trains young women for Pastor’s Assistants, Edu- 
cational Directors, Missionaries at home and bevel, 
Endorsed General Assembly. More calls than we 
can penne Hy for our uates. ‘I'wo year courses. No 
student relectadl for lack of means. Write for catalogue. 


Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
MEN— WOMEN— 8. : 
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time of trouble’? (v. 5.) Is the secret 


Wholesale big'co: 
weekly. Primo, 45D East od ‘st New. York. 








KNOW YOUR BIBLE 








By AMOS 


1500 QUESTIONS (with answers) 


Entertaining—for individual use an 
Send for Circulars: 


EDITOR OF PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
and one of America’s foremost Biblical students and commentators 


Educational—as a study book it leads to searching the Scriptures. 


Price, $1.00, pastpaid. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Publishers, 131 Clarendon St., Boston 


R. WELLS 


128 pages TOPICAL QUIZZES 


id easily adaptable for social anthering 














$25.00 to $50.00 
EASY SPARE TIME PROFITS 


Sell Emboosed  Inidel T N: three dezen 
our Pal Toe Nopkins pocket 





to the package. Lyn-Kioth Paper. | 
Every package Bsa your own initial mn Old =. 
fill in the bottom line quantity of each initial This te 
an article that every home has use for, and, with our Sample Box, Se cel ones 
Cost 13c.; sells for 25c. Sample bor 25c. With every order of 25-packages sample~f 
30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepaid. : re 
CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW mat 
GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 1 
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Is it. what you do generally with the de- 
fiant attitude of others? Do you “spread, 



















































































the time of sunshine and smooth sailing, . 
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